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St Andrew's Church 

 

 Saint Andrew’s Development Appeal 

     The Saint Andrew’s Church  South Stoke Development 
Appeal has received a grant from WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental Ltd) of £29,684. This brings the total of money 
raised almost to the £75,000 we need for the project which 
includes installing a loo and servery and redesign of the back of 
the church. This development will make our lovely church 
much more useable for big services, such as, weddings and also 
for village events and entertainment. 
     The village had already raised over half the money through 
bequests, donations and events so thank you so much to 
everybody who has contributed, organised and taken part. This 
village effort was important to getting the WREN grant. 
     Thank you in particular to the members of the Development 
Committee who have put their talents and time into the 
project: Steve Beeusaert, Lyn Jenkins (Treasurer), the Revd 
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  Pastoral letter 
                                            
                                        Start Point Lighthouse, Devon 
 

 

                                         For as long as I can remember I’ve 
                                     been fascinated by lighthouses.   On  
                                     more than one occasion I’ve almost 
                                     been blown off cliffs trying to get a  
                                     good view of one.  Family and friends 
                                     regularly lighthouse spot for me on  
                                     their travels and my collection of 
lighthouse art is growing.  If lighthouse keepers were still 
employed (the last lighthouse was automated in 
November 1998), I wonder if my life might have taken a 
very different course? 
                 

     With this in mind, imagine my delight to discover Ian 
Adams’ poem hinting at a theology of lighthouses.    
                   

Contd… 
 
 

 

Luci Heyn, Sarah Thompson (Secretary), Robert Small and Roy 
McMillan. 
     We are now going out to tender and will let you know when 
the building work will start in the church.  Because the work is 
mainly in the back of the church, regular services should 
continue as normal. However while the work is underway, it 
will not be generally suitable for weddings and village shows, 
nor for some weekday activities. 

  Michael Codner, Chairman, Saint Andrew’s 
Church Development Committee 
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What about  
the return of the lighthouse keepers? 
Keeping lighthouses 
not just warning light but  
presence 
at the cold ocean’s edge 
with intuition  
hope 
humanity,  
being there.  

     The Lighthouse Keepers by Ian Adams from ‘Cave Refectory 
Road’.  Incidentally, Ian’s new book ‘Running over rocks’ will be 
published at the end of May.  www.thestillpoint.org.uk   
 

     Ian’s poem laments the loss of lighthouse keepers.  The 
churches in our villages maintain a strong material 
presence, their towers visible from some distance. But 
these are not empty buildings with automated lights; the 
buildings are just the start of the story.  The light which 
each church community shines out across its village is one 
drawn from a very different energy source, Christ himself.    
     We stand on the other side of Easter having 
celebrated together Jesus’ glorious resurrection from the 
dead.  By this action we believe that He broke the power 
of all things that conspire to diminish the human spirit, 
even death itself.  This is the source of Christian hope 
which gives us the strength to be there, to stand 
alongside others, when life seems like the cold ocean’s 
edge described in Ian’s poem.  It has always been God’s  
intention that the light we have received should be 
shared,  

                              Contd… 
 
 

 
 

http://www.thestillpoint.org.uk/
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 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place 
where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, so that those who come 
in may see the light”.     Luke 
11: 33.  

     So let your light shine and, if you spot any good 
lighthouses, remember to take a picture for me!  

        Revd Luci Heyn 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 

 

 Come and Sing Evensong at St Thomas' 
 

     All singers are welcome to join the 
choir for a 'Come and Sing' Evensong 
Service on Sunday 5th May. There 
will be a practice at 2.00pm (prompt) 
followed by tea and cake before the 
Evensong Service at 4.00pm. You are 
also welcome to join the choir for 
practices from 7.30pm to 8.30pm on 
Friday 26th April and Friday 3rd 

May.  We will be singing Stanford's Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis in C; Smith's responses; Loosemore's 'O, Lord, increase 
my faith' and Wesley's 'Blessed be the God and Father'. If you 
need more information, please contact me.  

 Elizabeth Parkinson (872020) 
 

 Christian Aid Week 12 – 18 May, 2013 
     Christian Aid Week falls in May and is famous for its 
distinctive red envelope that drops through the letterboxes of 
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millions of homes and for raising vital 
funds to help poor communities around 
the world build a better future for 
themselves. 
     In our Benefice the following events 

are planned during and close to Christian Aid Week. Do please 
support as many of them as you can: 
 Sunday 5 May, The Canterbury Room 

After the 10.00am Family Service at St Thomas’, the 
Discoverers group (10-16s) will be holding a sale of 
homemade cakes and sweet treats from their charity 
‘bake-off’ at Luci’s house the day before. Please come 
and support them 

 Sunday 12 May, 5.30pm, St Thomas’ Church 
Everyone is welcome to a special service to mark 
Christian Aid week, which will include some short films 
about the work of Christian Aid in Bolivia, Kenya and 
Zimbabwe. The films show how our fundraising efforts 
make a real difference to people’s lives 

 A house-to-house collection will take place in Goring 
and Streatley. Please contact me if you could help with 
this. We always need more collectors to ensure that 
everyone in our villages gets an envelope 

 Bread and Soup Lunch, noon, Oriel House 
You are invited to a delicious bread and soup lunch on 
Tuesday 21 May, 12 noon – 2pm, Oriel House, Thames 
Road. A wide range of fair-trade products will also be on 
sale. 

     Be a part of Christian Aid Week this year: if, together, we 
take small actions we can make big change happen. Thank 
you for your support. 

    Wendy Middleton (875435) 
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  Men and Work - Men's breakfast 
     On Saturday 15 June at 8.30am as part of 
the Men & Work Breakfast series, the Rt Revd 
Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol will be speaking  
and the event will be open on this occasion 
to both men and women. Bishop Mike is an 
inspirational speaker who has a teaching 
ministry in both the UK and internationally. 
His profile is as follows: 
     ‘Rt Revd Mike Hill is the Bishop of 
Bristol. 

     Born in Manchester in 1949 to English and American 
parents, he was educated in the north west and converted to 
Christianity in his late teens. He began his career in the 
printing industry before considering a call to ordained 
ministry, becoming part of the Scargill Community in 
Yorkshire. There he met Anthea, an English nurse who had 
returned from Nigeria where she had been during the Biafran 
conflict. They married in 1972. 
     Mike trained for ordination at Fitzwilliam College and Ridley 
Hall, Cambridge. From 1977 to 1980 he was curate of St Mary 
Magdalene’s Addiscombe and, from 1980 to 1983, of St Paul’s 
Slough.  From 1983 to 1992 he was priest-in-charge, then 
Rector, of St Leonard’s Chesham Bois. In 1990 he became Rural 
Dean of Amersham and was appointed the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire in 1992. From 1998 to 2003 he was the Area Bishop 
of Buckingham. Since 2003 he has been the 56th Bishop of 
Bristol. 
     Mike and Anthea have five adult children and six 
grandchildren. Mike is passionate about evangelism, leadership 
within and beyond the Church, rock'n'roll and football (as a 
lifelong supporter of Manchester United).  He is a member of 
the House of Lords with a particular responsibility for 
healthcare issues and a Church Commissioner. He is Chair of 
the Anglican World Mission Panel and Vice-Chair of the Mission 
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and Public Affairs Council. He has been a member of the 
Liturgical Commission and the Clergy Discipline Commission as 
well as a trustee, governor or member of various Anglican 
training institutions, schools, charities and national Church 
committees.’ 

 Richard Norman 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church 
Sunday 26 May       Mercy Ships aim to bring the poorest 

people a future without pain and suffering.  
Their work includes fistula repair, dental 
care and cataract surgery. Club foot 
condition is widespread in West Africa, but 
this crippling deformity can be easily 

reversed if addressed early.  Mercy Ships' doctors are training 
West African medical practitioners in a low cost casting 
technique to help address this issue, and continue it when the 
ship leaves.  Training events are dynamic, interactive and also 
include fundamentals for successful clinic management, and 
patient care advice for caregivers.  Please help Mercy Ships' 
good work to continue with your generous support. 

 Pat Nias 
 

 Witney to Westminster Canoe Challenge  
Help is required on Sunday 5 May 

     The Canterbury Room will 
be used as an overnight venue 
for tired canoeists to rest. Can 
you help in providing 
catering for them? Contact 
Revd Liz Dowding if you can 
offer help (873140). 
     This the longest Canoe 

Challenge in the UK, covering 127 miles of the Thames. The 
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purpose of the event is to raise funds for the work of 
Adventure Plus, in its mission to help children and young 
people to reach their potential through adventure and 
education in a positive Christian environment. 
     There will be approximately 25 people completing the 
challenge. Churches along the route are generously supporting 
this event through providing accommodation (floor space in 
church hall) and catering (dinner, breakfast and packed lunch) 
for our tired and hungry paddlers (plus around 5 support crew, 
so about 30 in all).      

 

St Mary’s Church 
 

 Friends of St Mary's (FoSM) Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on 17 March, 2013 
     The first AGM was very well attended with over 60 present. 
All the feedback pointed to a very successful meeting. 
     FoSM Trustees are Graham Harvey (GH), Andrew Taylor 
(AT), Chris Shannon(CS), John Rogers (JR), Sarah 
Brownlee(SB). 
 

Chairman's report by GH:  
 Declining church finances has resulted in insufficient funds 

for repair and maintenance of the church building and 
surrounds 

 In 2011 the PCC estimated £90,000 be spent 
 Neither the C of E nor Church Commissioners have any 

legal responsibility to provide financial support 
 FoSM formed in 2011 to raise alternative funds locally - non 

churchgoers value the church as an integral part of the 
village heritage and landscape and would therefore wish to 
see it preserved 

 FoSM is independent of the PCC although both work 
together with a common cause 
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 FoSM is now a small charity with a Constitution approved 
by the Charity Commission (CC). Application for full 
charitable status can be made to CC when FoSM income 
reaches £5,000pa 

 Three objectives are written into the Constitution: 1)To 
maintain, repair, restore, preserve, beautify and 
improve for the benefit of the public the building, 
contents and surroundings of St Mary’s Church, 
Streatley.  2)To advance the education of the public in 
the history and architecture of the church.  3) To 
advance the use of the church by promoting events for 
the benefit of the village community' 

 Gift aid is possible and will boost income from donations by 
up to 25% 

 FoSM carried out a major fundraising appeal in early 2012 
by seeking financial pledges from the local community. A 
leaflet and questionnaire was sent to all 400 households in 
Streatley village. Sixty replied were received, making 
pledges totalling  £20,000 over the next 5 years. This will be 
boosted by up to another £5,000 through gift aid 

 FoSM is now established as an organisation of repute. All  
necessary building blocks are in place to enable FoSM to 
move forward with confidence. On reaching full charitable 
status, FoSM will be qualified to seek grants from other 
charitable institutions. 

 

Membership report by CS: 
 FoSM membership is open to everyone over 18.  It lasts 3 

years and may be renewed 
 Members may stand for election as trustee, elect trustees 

and vote on constitutional amendments 
 34 applications for membership have been made from the 

questionnaires, all have been approved by Trustees. 
 

Financial report by AT: 
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 Bank Account opened last November in Goring.  Financial 
Year ends December 31st.  An Auditor will be needed for 
next year end 

 Balance last Year End was £735. Sources of Income were 
from donations and a church retiring collection wished by 
relatives at a funeral. Costs of the pledge campaign were 
absorbed by committee members 

 Over £1,000 of donations already received this year. This is 
expected to rise to around £ 4,000 by year end. 

 

Election of Trustees and appointment of Officers: 
 The existing 5 Trustees were re-elected by the members 
 The Trustees appointed GH as Chairman and AT as 

Treasurer. The position of Secretary remains open. 
 

Vicar's address: 
The Vicar , Revd Mark Blamey expressed both the importance 
of preserving the church and his appreciation of the support 
being provided by FoSM. 
 

History of the Church by JR: 
 The original church is Saxon. The present church has 

existed since the 13th century, built by Bishop Poore who 
also built Salisbury Cathedral.  Fifty five vicars have 
presided 

 In the mid 19th century insufficient church funds prevented 
major repairs. New funds were raised through public 
subscriptions 

 Mrs Stone, Lady of the Manor with parishoners set about 
restoration. A new chancel and reredos was built and the 
nave repaired. Original 13th century flint and stone were 
used. The columns of the nave and aisles were built in Bath 
stone and chalk. The church was rededicated by Bishop 
Wilberforce , the Bishop of Oxford in 1864 
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 Having been beautifully restored and carefully preserved, 
FoSM will make sure the dilapidations experienced in the 
19th century will not be repeated. 
 

Conservation plan by Derrick Lello of the PCC: 
 In the past 18 months much work has secured the 

immediate basic electrical and structural integrity of the 
church. Cost: approx £38,000 pounds and has exhausted 
those funds set aside for repairs and maintenance 

 Looking at the next 5 years' general repair and 
maintenance work, the PCC  has identified 38 projects 
costing approximately £123,000 

 Of these, 8 are high priority for structural integrity - 
estimated £34,000 

 St Mary's clergy and congregation will continue raise funds 
but FoSM assistance will be extremely welcome. 

Fundraising proposals by GH 
 FoSM and the PCC will work together but the PCC will be 

totally responsible for all building works 
 The PCC will advise which items of work are most urgent 

for funding assistance. The Friends will decide which to 
fund. Initially funding will be to external parts of the church 
- tower / roof 

 FoSM thank all who have pledged so far. The objective is to 
reach over £5000pa this year, so that full charitable status 
can be obtained. Please help if you can! 
 

How to support FoSM by CS  
If there are any unanswered questionnaires / pledge forms 
out there, please return with commitments. The committee 
is looking for support: financial, members, fundraising... 
Take a leaflet and return the questionnaire to any member 
or email fosm.streatley@btinternet.com  

 

Fundraising  Sub Committee  
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Sarah Brownlee (SB), Susan Carter & Jane Knight will 
encourage people to help and are interested in new ideas. 
They will aim to run events  either in Church or Morrell 
rooms 

 

First fundraising event by SB  
Saturday 28 September. Wine tasting with a difference.  

 

JR arranged tombola that night which raised £113. 

 Graham Harvey 
 

 Gifts from C.I.R.D.I.C. 

     A huge thank you to everyone, including The Coombe House, 
who gave so generously to the Reading Drop-In Centre during 
Lent.  Nobody could have anticipated that winter would last so 
long; however, once again, St Mary's congregation rose to the 
occasion and our many boxes of gifts were received with much 
gratitude. Thank you all.  

 Tina Farr 

 
 

The United Benefice 

 An important message from your Vicar, Rev. Mark 

Blamey, which was read out to the congregations of all 
three Churches in the United Benefice on Sunday 21st April 
 
     For a while my wife, Caroline, has been looking to further 
her career in midwifery.  I am pleased to report that she has 
just secured a different post as a community midwife. 
However, it is not in this area but in Jersey, Channel Islands.  I 
have therefore resigned my position as Incumbent.  My last day 
as Incumbent will be Sunday 30 June this year. 
     Vicars in the Church of England typically tend to move on 
after between seven and ten years, and I have recently been 
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considering a move myself.  The fact that Caroline has taken 
the lead on this occasion is something which we both agreed 
should be the case.  
     I remain your Incumbent until Sunday 30 June when the 
prime responsibility for the future running of the Parishes 
passes to the Church Wardens in conjunction with the Ministry 
Team, PCCs, and the Area Dean of Henley Deanery, Rev. Kevin 
Davies. 
     It has been a great privilege to exercise my ministry amongst 
you during these past nine years.  I am very grateful to you for 
all that we have shared together, in God’s name.  A great deal 
has been achieved to the glory of God, and in answer to prayer. 
     I pray now that the Churches will continue to develop a 
distinctive Christian ministry, founded on the welcome and 
service of others.  
     Please be supportive of all those in positions of local 
leadership in the coming months, and demonstrate the 
compassion and grace of our risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ in all that you do in His name. 

 Revd Mark Blamey 
 

 Message from Caroline 

     It is with great regret that we'll be leaving this beautiful 
place beside the Thames and all the people I've grown to love - 
our Church family.  Not a day has gone by without my pinching 
myself that we landed in such a fabulous spot but I knew that 
one day we would have to go and that uneasiness sat with me 
throughout our time here.  You've been generous and 
welcomed us in. Many of you over the nine years here have 
helped me grow in faith. Thank you for sharing your lives and 
your faith with us as a family and for supporting me in trying 
out new things in Church life here.  
     Although I'd tried for other jobs before, this one came out of 
the blue; chancing upon the advert one morning. And later on 
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along the interview process, there was prayer along the lines of 
my not being sure of this at all!...but then thinking I do trust 
you, Lord and if you will it, then it must be meant to happen.  
     I almost backed out at one point but decided simply to 
follow my nose, or was that actually following the Holy Spirit?  
And gradually, when every point of the path felt 'right',  it 
began to feel the will of God.  When decisions and experiences 
feel right - right, in the deepest sense - I have come to believe it 
is of God.  For those of you who have 'stepped out in faith', you 
will know, I am sure, that fear and dread is mingled with a 
kernel of excitement. Where is Jesus leading us? No-one should 
say that following Jesus is boring!   
     So now my task and perhaps my delight is to work in Jersey, 
helping staff to develop the maternity service there to promote 
more normal, natural birth. It will not be easy. I ask for your 
prayers. I will miss you all and will pray for you too. I will miss 
working in Wallingford's wonderful maternity unit too.  I also 
ask for prayers for Mark, and for our sons, Jacob and Joseph, 
who have embraced this new venture with maturity and 
unselfish enthusiasm. 

  Caroline Blamey 
 

 Art exhibition by local artist 
 

Saturday 11 May 10.00am to 6.00pm  

and Sunday 12 May 11.30am to 4.30pm  

in The Canterbury Room at St Thomas' 

Church, Goring. Entry is free. 
 

     Come to this Art Exhibition which is part of 

Oxfordshire Art Weeks. Michelle Griffin is a 

professional artist who paints from her studio 

nearby. Michelle has a bold, distinctive, 

impressionistic style that lends itself well to her 

exploration of colour and landscapes. She will 
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be showing about 20 original landscape and figurative paintings, 

including some from her most recent series, which haven't 

previously been displayed elsewhere. There will also be a number 

of pen and ink drawings. 

     Everyone is welcome to come and have a look and a chat. The 

artist will be present to discuss her paintings with you. She will 

also have lots of tea and coffee on the go! 

     Michelle has written the following: 
     'A few years ago I took an access arts course and then a fine 
arts degree at Oxford Brookes, which further inspired my lifelong 
interest in painting and drawing. Then friends started asking me 
to do work for them and commissions have subsequently 
snowballed and it's built up from there. 
    'Picasso, Rembrandt and the German expressionist artists, Emil 
Nolde and Anselm Kiefer, are inspirational to me. I find that with 
these artists in particular, you can really see and feel their life 
experiences reflected in their work. Personally, I love the way 
that, as an artist, the life experiences obtained from places we go 
and people we meet both inform and inspire the way I produce 
paintings and also the way a viewer responds to them. 
     'As my art has  progressed, I 
have moved away from painting 
landscapes where I just happen to 
like the view and I now prefer to 
paint locations which provoke 
strong feelings which I then try 
and express in my work. For 
example, in my 'Dark Woods' 
series, I have used the tunnel 
effect of the overhanging trees 
and the natural path which bends 
out of sight, to try and convey the 
conflicting feelings I felt of 
walking through majestic woods, 
surrounded by ancient trees 
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which, on the one hand, felt embracing and solidly comforting, 
whilst simultaneously mysterious, dark and foreboding.' 

 Goring and Streatley Primary Schools’ Easter 
Celebration  
    
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     On Monday and Tuesday of Holy Week children from Goring 
and Streatley Primary Schools gathered at St Thomas’ Church 
for an Easter celebration.  The children had prepared beautiful 
artworks which they used to tell the story of Easter week.    
     We were also joined by Juggling John who 'wowed' us with a 
selection of magic tricks and helped us to think about why we 
can be sure Jesus’ resurrection wasn’t a trick but reality.  He 
made his point by juggling with a sword (to represent the 
spear used by the Roman soldiers), a large stone (the stone 
which was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb) and a newspaper 
(how Jesus appeared to lots of people and his followers spread 
the news) – definitely not a trick to be tried at home!  

 Revd Luci Heyn  

Jessica and Saoirse (Year 6 at Goring Primary) wrote …  
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     When we arrived at the church, we had a taster of 
John’s juggling with his magical cards… then we split into 
four groups (mixed with Goring and Streatley children).  We 
played games, for example, we stood in a circle holding 
hands and had to pass a hoop around without breaking the 
connection.  Next, we had squash and a biscuit and then 
the service began.  We started by warming our singing voices 
up with ‘Lord of the Dance’.   After that we showed our 
art, starting with the Last Supper.  In between the art, 
Juggling John showed us some amazing magic tricks!  There 
was also lots of singing.  Finally, we ended the service with a 
prayer.  At the very end, our parents looked at our 
wonderful pieces of art.  

Photos by Bob Gregory 

 

 Advanced notice: a harp recital at St Thomas', Goring, 

on Wednesday 12 June from 1.00-2.00pm.  
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Jane, paddling in the  
Sea of Galilee 

  A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land for Tony and 
Jane Ridley: 2-10 February, 2013 

     

We have always thought a trip to 
Israel would be fascinating but had 
never been. When our previous Vicar, Julian Rindorp, 
suggested we join a group he was taking, this was a chance not 
to be missed. We had little idea how wonderful it would be. 
Julian had led groups of Christians several times to the Holy 
Land and on this occasion was joined by Revd Peter Vannozzi.  
The group of twenty three was also led by a young Arab 
Christian guide from the organisers, Lightline Pilgrimages 
Limited. His name was Peter, a very enthusiastic Christian with 
many of the qualities of Jesus’ disciple Peter. 
     We arrived, via Tel Aviv and a bus journey, at our hotel on 
the shores of the Sea of Galilee. From this moment on, the 
journey became increasingly exciting and renewing. The 
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 Tony, standing beside the statue of Peter near Peter’s house. 
The caption under the statue reads, 'Thou art Peter, and 

upon this rock I will build my Church'. Matthew 16:18 

Pilgerhaus (hotel), run by and for Christians, is in a stunning 
setting on the very edge of the Sea. Waking to bright sunshine 
and walking through the gardens before breakfast was the 
perfect beginning to a week of discovery, and rediscovery of 
the life of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
     Much of the time we were “walking where Jesus had 
walked”. We took turns reading from the New Testament the 
descriptions of Jesus’ life there.  At Peter’s house in Capernaum, 
we read how Jesus cured his mother-in-law of her fever. We 
visited the hillside where Jesus preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, and sailed across the Sea of Galilee and read how Jesus 
calmed the storm.  
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'A familiar figure on a distant shore, 
A familiar action at a kitchen table, 

A presence in the midst of doubt, 
O Risen Christ, 

You come to surprise us and delight us, 
You open wide the door to joy. 

We worship and adore you.' 

 

     These three days around the Sea of Galilee were an intense 
reminder of the reality of Jesus, his life and teaching. His 
presence was everywhere.  
     The second part of our pilgrimage was via the West Bank 
into Jerusalem. An ancient Hotel Gloria, set within the old city 
behind the Jaffa Gate, was our refuge for five days. Here a vivid 
awareness of Jerusalem being a microcosm of the world’s 
problems was ever present. 
     Looking across the valley from the Mount of Olives to the 
Old City of David, reading in the Garden of Gethsemane where 
Jesus prayed and was betrayed, walking the way of the Cross 
and being at the church of the Holy Sepulcre near where Jesus 
was crucified were, for both of us, experiences which brought 
Jesus alive in a startling and vivid way.  
     Our final communion together in the Church of St Anne was 
a sad and joyful occasion. An invisible thread  joined us 
together as worshipping Pilgrims.  A unique and wonderful 
experience. 

 Jane and Tony Ridley 
 
 

 
Taken from ‘Seasons 
and Celebrations’ 
compiled by Donald 
Hilton and used 
during prayers at the 
Sunday service at St 
Thomas' on 14 April, 
2013  
by Wendy Middleton. 
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 The 
Liturgical 
Calendar 

5 May: 6th Sunday of     
                  Easter/Rogation 
9 May: Ascension 
12 May: 7th Sunday of  
         Easter/Christian Aid week 
19 May: Pentecost 
26 May: Trinity Sunday                
30 May: Corpus Christi 

 

 
 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 

01189844480 

(sorry no gas work 
undertaken) 
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 Monthly green tip:  a Spring walk through 
Goring churchyard 

     It's the afternoon of April 17th, the wind  
is strong but the sun has just come out,  
high-lighting the glowing colours of the narcissi scattered 
in groups everywhere I look. Those by the North door are 
particularly good this year. At last the primroses are out, 
spreading themselves in larger and larger patches. 
Cowslips are just showing their yellow heads, also by the 
North door, mingling with their colourful cousins (the 
primula family being notoriously promiscuous). 
     The beautiful late winter/ spring display of bulbs under 
the massive trees - snowdrops, cyclamen, crocus and 
scillas - is almost over, but a few hyacinths and violets 
offer pollen and nectar to the 4 or 5 bumblebees, who 
seem to be more intent on finding suitable nesting sites. 
     Woodpeckers have been hammering away at the 
exposed anthills, leaved multiple holes as witness to their 
activities. 
     In the months ahead we will hopefully see more of the 
150 + wild  flowers and grasses which have been identified 
in our churchyard. Also, we hope to see some of the 
insects, bees and butterflies particularly, recover from 
their disastrous year in 2012. 

  Myrna Anderson 

 Note: We have a very small band of volunteer mowers 
(5 in 2013 as compared to 12 in 2000) who would welcome 
some help.  Is there anyone willing to mow a small patch 
regularly between April and September and / or help with 
strimming 2 or 3 times a year?  Please contact me on 
872921. 
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From the 
Riverbank 

©Copyright 
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Tom-Toms children doing their own version of the  
Palm Sunday procession into Jerusalem 

Splendid sunrise at 5.30am 
from Streatley Hill 

 on Easter morn 

Witness at  
the Lock 


