for
St Thomas of Canterbury Church
in Goring,
St Mary’s Church in Streatley and
St Andrew's Church in South Stoke

March 2013 – 22nd edition

‘Mozart for Mother's Day’
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The Clarino Trio
St Mary's Church, Streatley
Saturday 9 March, 7.30pm
Performed on replicas of historical clarinets & basset
horns used in the late C18th and early C19th, which
magically capture Mozart’s sound world. The concert
will include excerpts from Mozart’s letters as well as arias
from ‘The Marriage of Figaro’, ‘Clemeza di Tito’ and
Divertimenti for basset horn trio.

Adults £10, Seniors and students £8, children under 12, free.
Group of 4: £30
Tickets from: stmarysconcerts@hotmail.com

St Andrew’s Church
 Women's World Day of Prayer
Come to this United Benefice service at St
Andrew's Church in South Stoke on Friday 1
March at 1.30pm. The speaker is Rev
Corinne Smith, Chaplain at the Sue Ryder
Hospice. This year's Service was prepared by the
women of France and the theme is: "I was a
stranger and you welcomed me." Refreshments will be served
after the service, which will finish in time to collect children
from school. Everyone is welcome.

Jean Davies and Judy Crawford
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Pastoral letter : A Model Pastoral Letter?

I realise that you may hate
me for gloating; I have just
returned from five weeks of
wonderful summer holidays at
the other end of the world –
sun, sea, gentle breezes,
swimming and glorious views
across Auckland harbour!
I was so relaxed that I failed to put my mind to
writing a meaningful and original letter. So in the end I
turned to the greatest of all writers of pastoral letters
and borrowed a piece from him. So here is Paul,
assisted by Silas and Timothy, writing to that little group
of first-generation Christians in the ancient city of
Thessalonica (Thessaloniki today). Paul preached there
on only three Sabbaths, but enough to found a lively
church which met in the house of Jason, one of the new
believers. This then led to an ugly riot in the city and an
untimely end to Paul’s visit. The letter was probably
written a few months later and is possibly the first of all
his writings.
Paul’s letters were mainly long and complex, but this
part of his concluding chapter can really stand as a
letter in itself:
“Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing. But we appeal to you,
Contd…

3

brothers and sisters, to respect those who labour
among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and
admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because
of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you,
beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of
them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but
always seek to do good to one another and to all.
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.”
(1 Thessalonians 5: 11-24 New Revised Standard Version)
I wonder how you feel about all of this? Some of it
may seem irrelevant to our 21st century lives?
Personally I find there are things in this letter that
speak to me; that I need to think about seriously,
and to pray for God’s help in my often imperfect walk
of faith.
May He strengthen us all in our Christian lives.

Ian Wallace, Licensed Lay Minister
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Contd…

St Thomas of Canterbury Church
 Your chance to join St Thomas'!

Electoral Roll 2013
St Thomas of Canterbury Church
This year St Thomas of Canterbury Church has to completely
revise its Electoral Roll.
Membership entitles you to a say in the running of the Church
and it is FREE!
Everyone who wishes to join or remain a member must
complete a form.
Forms are available in Church or download from
http://www.oxford.anglican.org/pcc-and-dcc-resources/165electoral-roll-and-annual-parochial-church-meeting/viewcategory.html

Please return the form by Sunday 24 March
via the box in Church or to the electoral roll officer,
Mrs Judith Aguda.
Parishioners wishing to join the Electoral Roll for
St Andrew’s, South Stoke or St Mary’s, Streatley
please contact
Maureen Palmer or Graham Harvey respectively.
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 Church singalong
Thank you to everyone who supported the Church singalong
by singing enthusiastically and by bringing cakes for the
refreshments afterwards. I am delighted to say that our
afternoon raised £559 towards the Tower Fund.

Elizabeth Parkinson

 A little more about Cursillo
Cursillo is a movement of the Church
providing a method by which Christians are
empowered to grow through prayer, study
and action, and enabled to share God’s love
with everyone.

“Taste of this bubbling spring
and help to re-energise the
churches of our diocese.”

Cursillo took root following the Spanish Civil War when, in
the late 1930s, a pilgrimage to the shrine of St James at
Compostela was arranged in order to encourage the Christian
faith in young people and help change their damaged society to
one more fully centred on Christ.
Leaders of the pilgrimage were prepared through short
courses, called Cursillos, which helped improve their
knowledge of faith, leadership and the organization of the
pilgrimage. Edward Bonnin, one of the leaders, was passionate
with the idea of the Cursillo (the short course). With help he
developed a three-day Cursillo structure, which aimed to
remedy the ‘ignorance of faith, the superficiality of ritualism
and the apathy of non-faith commitment in daily life’. This idea
has since spread round the world with the Cursillo movement
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being active in all continents, in both Catholic and Protestant
Churches.
A Cursillo weekend is over three days, normally running
from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon. All weekends
are lead by a team of lay people and clergy, who have each
experienced a weekend themselves.
Come and join us in The Canterbury Room on
Saturday 16 March at 10.30am
and meet some of those who have been on a Cursillo weekend.
Find out at first hand how a Cursillo weekend has encouraged
and strengthened other Christians in their journey of faith;
how it has given them encouragement and confidence to share
the love of Christ in their churches and communities. The
gathering begins with coffee, has an informal structure of
singing and prayer, sharing and encouragement, a short talk
and gospel response, ending with more singing. A bring and
share lunch follows with lots of catching up to be done!
Find out more: British Anglican Cursillo Council
www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/
Oxford Anglican Cursillo
www.oxfordcursillo.co.uk/

Rev. Liz Dowding (873140)

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church
Sunday 10 March - Goring Primary School is a
Church of England school. Every pupil is given a
Bible as they leave the school, which is presented to
them during a St Thomas' Church service later in the
summer term. Please give generously to spread the word of God.
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St Mary’s Church
 St Mary's Electoral Roll - Reminder!

If you still wish to be included on the Church Electoral Roll
then you must fill in an application form (available at the
back of the church). The closing date is the last day of
February.

Graham Harvey

 Gifts for the Churches In Reading Drop-In
Centre (CIRDIC) www.cirdic.org.uk
During Lent
there will be a
basket at the
back of St
Mary's Church
so that we can send much needed gifts to C.I.R.D.I.C.. Due to
the recession and the dreadful weather this winter, their need
is greater than ever. Tins of meat or hearty soups are top of
their 'wish list' as well as warm socks, gloves and scarves.
There will be a list of other suggested gifts by the basket.
Thank you.

Tina Farr
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 Friends of St Mary’s:

notice of AGM

The inaugural AGM
of the Friends of St
Mary’s will be held in
the Morrell Rooms on
Sunday 17 March at
12 noon.
The Friends were
set up last year with
the objective of raising
funds to help with the
restoration work to
the church building and
its surrounds. It is a charity, independent of the church, which
appeals to those who value St Mary’s as an integral part of the
heritage and landscape of Streatley village.
If you support our aims then please come along to the AGM.
You will hear something of the history of the church, the work
required and the progress the Friends are making with
fundraising. Proceedings are not expected to take more than an
hour and there will be a glass of wine and nibbles to help
things along. For more information please contact me, the
chairman, on 873025 or email fosm.streatley@btinternet.com

Graham Harvey

 The Children's Society
I am delighted to say that The
Children’s Society Box Collectors of St
Mary’s Church have collected a
substantial amount during 2012 and I
was able to send the Society
£2,OOO. Thank you all those who
returned their boxes and please carry on the good work as the
recession can only make life more difficult for the children that
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the Society tries to help.
The Children’s Society has seventy projects in the UK which
provide specialist help where it is needed most. These projects
range from providing safe accommodation for children who
have run away, to a Festival for Child Carers. Apparently
100,000 children run from dysfunctional homes and one out of
twelve of these young people are hurt or physically harmed.
The opportunity to talk to a caring adult can turn a young
person around and this is what is provided at many centres.
Working with the social services the Society can ensure that
decisions about the future are made with the child and to quote
from a recent publication, ‘advocacy is very varied but a
common theme lately has been the impact of spending cuts on
the lives of young people in care’.
Do visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk to find out more about
making runaways safe, the Fair and Square campaign for free
school meals for children in poverty and what else the Society
is doing.
Meanwhile keep feeding Boxes! Please contact me through
the editor if you would like to keep a box in your home.

Rhona Bell

 Singers required
Streatley church
choir is seeking a few
more singers,
especially tenor, bass
and alto, to join our
friendly group.
We are wishing to grow a little to enable us to increase our
scope to explore the rich variety of church choral music
together.
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We welcome all ages and abilities in a lively choir which is
always keen to improve and inspire the congregation. There is
usually a 6.30pm Friday practice and Sunday morning service,
but we appreciate that attendance every week is not always
possible.
We will be preparing an anthem to sing on Easter Sunday
morning (10.30am) and you would be welcome to come along practice is at 6.30pm at St Mary's on Friday 22 March.
For further information contact Elaine Cox (671532) or
email her through the web editor:
webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com

Mary Scriven, Music Committee Secretary

The United Benefice
Easter Services 2013
UB = United Benefice

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

Sunday 24 March – Palm Sunday
St Mary’s Church, Streatley 08.00 UB Holy Communion, (BCP)
St Thomas’, Goring
10.00 Parish Communion with palm
cross procession
St Mary’s, Streatley
10.30 Family Communion with palm
cross procession
St Andrew’s, South Stoke
10.30 Parish Communion with
blessing of palm crosses
Monday 25 March
St Thomas’, Goring

19.30 UB Sung Compline 1

Tuesday 26 March
St Mary’s, Streatley

19.30 UB Sung Compline
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Wednesday 27 March
St Thomas’, Goring

19.30 A chance to explore the
meaning of Easter, with DVD
and discussion. Please see
further info in each church
and on UB website
21.00 UB Said Compline

Thursday 28 March – Maundy Thursday
St Thomas’, Goring
19.30 UB Holy Communion, followed
by stripping of the altar and
vigil2. The service includes
foot washing 3
Friday 29 March – Good Friday
St Thomas’, Goring
10.00
St Andrew’s, South Stoke
12.00
St Mary’s, Streatley
13.00
St Thomas’, Goring
14.00
Goring Lock (20 mins)
15.10
St Andrew’s, South Stoke

UB Easter Children’s Event
The First Hour 4
The Second Hour
The Last Hour
UB Good Friday Witness
(hymns and prayers)
19.30 UB Said Compline

Saturday 30 March – Easter Eve
St Mary’s, Streatley
19.30 UB Easter Saturday Vigil 5
Sunday 31 March – Easter Sunday
Lardon Chase, Streatley
06.30 UB Daybreak Eucharist
followed by breakfast in the
Morrell Room, Streatley
St Mary’s, Streatley
08.00 UB Holy Communion for
Easter Day - BCP
St Thomas’, Goring
10.00 Parish Communion for Easter
Day
St Mary’s, Streatley
10.30 Parish Communion for Easter
Day
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1 Compline

is based on the last monastic service of the day. In
religious communities this is followed by entering into an
extended period of silence which would be kept throughout the
night. This is why we are encouraged to leave the service in
silence. This service can be said or sung.
2 Traditionally

all items that represent Jesus are removed from
on, or around, the altar. This represents the desolation the
disciples felt when Jesus was arrested (Matthew 26: 47). They
are replaced for the first Easter service when we celebrate Jesus’
resurrection.
3 Foot

washing at the service of Holy Communion on Maundy
Thursday reminds us of when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet the
day before he was crucified (John 13).
4 The

First, Second and Last Hour. Each service offers readings,
reflections and times of silence marking the last three hours
which Jesus suffered on the cross.
5 It

is traditional in many Christian communities to begin the
celebration of Easter Sunday with a Service of Light and Vigil
on the Saturday night.

 Calling all Carers
New members are always welcome at our meetings, which
provide an opportunity to share experiences and information
with other carers.
At our February session we were visited by Jackie Wormald,
manager of Blue Ribbon Care, Wallingford, an independent
agency whose staff cover the local area.
Our next meeting will be at the Community Centre, Goring
on Thursday, April 18 at 11.00am. Please ring me if you are
interested.
Ann Hart (873857)
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Services to celebrate Mothering Sunday
in the United Benefice of
Goring, Streatley and South Stoke

.

Sunday 10 March, 2013
10.00am Parish Communion for
Mothering Sunday
at St Thomas’, Goring
10.30am Family Service for
Mothering Sunday
at St Mary’s, Streatley
10.30am Family Service for
Mothering Sunday
at St Andrew’s, South Stoke
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 STAMP - St Thomas' Afterschool Meeting Place
It is with real sadness that, after a lot
of thought and prayer, I have reached
the decision that I will have to stand
down from running STAMP after July.
While I have a team of really willing
helpers, none of them are in a position to
actually prepare and lead any sessions.
This means that if I am away I have to cancel STAMP. With
increasing family commitments it is also proving too much to
prepare and take the sessions every week without a co-leader
to help out. I hate to let the children down and really enjoy
being with them each week but, equally, I have to be realistic as
to what I personally can manage. I know that if God wants it to
continue, he will provide another leader but unless/until
another leader comes forward to share this role, there will be
no STAMP after July.
Do consider if God wants you to take this on!

Sue Hookway

 Are you up for a challenge?

Interested in
seeing faith in action? A child at heart?
If so, you may be just
what Discoverers is
looking for … please
read on.
Discoverers is the
United Benefice’s youth
group for young people
from school year 6 (10+
years) to year 10 (15+
years). The group meets twice per month during term times,
usually in the Canterbury Room. The group currently has 10
15

members plus six older members who join us from time-totime for special events. We learn together what it means to be
a follower of Jesus through games, drama, craft, discussion and,
always, by sharing cake!
We are seeking new helpers to enable this valuable
work to continue and thrive. So, if you believe that young
people are the church of today, not just the church of
tomorrow, please do get in touch.

Rev. Luci Heyn (871970)

The Cross in my pocket
I carry a cross in my
pocket;
A simple reminder to
me
Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.

It reminds me, too, to be
thankful
For my blessings day by day
And to strive to serve Him
better
In all that I do and say.

This little cross is not magic,
Nor is it a good-luck charm.
It isn't meant to protect me
From every physical harm.

It's also a daily reminder
Of the peace and comfort I
share
With all who know my Master
And give themselves to His
care.

It's not for identification
For all the world to see,
It's simply an understanding
Between my Saviour and me.

So, I carry a cross in my pocket
Reminding no one but me
That Jesus is Christ, the Lord of
my life
If only I'll let Him be.
by Vera Mae Thomas

When I put my hand in my
pocket
To bring out a coin or a key,
The cross is there to remind
me
Of the price He paid for me.
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ARK PROPERTY

 The Liturgical

SERVICES

Calendar

Plumbing

3 March: 3rd Sunday of Lent
10 March: Mothering Sunday
17 March: 5th Sunday of Lent
24 March: Palm Sunday
25-31 March: Holy Week
29 March: Good Friday
31 March: Easter Sunday
(& British Summer time begins)

Bathrooms
Refurbishments
Internal and External
Maintenance
Roofs and Gardens
Call Paul Coakeley
07881588203 /
01189844480

(sorry no gas work
undertaken)
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But listen just a second
While I explain to you,
Lord.
You see, that little metal
box
Holds more than odds and
ends;
Inside those small
compartments
Rest so many of my friends.

TO: God.com
Dear Lord,

I know so much about them
By the kindness that they
give,
And this little scrap of
metal
Takes me in to where they
live.

Every single evening as
I'm lying here in bed,
This tiny little prayer
Keeps running through my
head:
God bless all my family
Wherever they may be,
Keep them warm
And safe from harm
For they're so close to me.

By faith is how I know
them
Much the same as you.
We share in what life brings
us and
From that our friendships
grew..

And God, there is one more
thing
I wish that you could do;
Hope you don't mind my
asking,
Please bless my computer
too.

Please take an extra minute
From your duties up above,
To bless those in my
address book
That's filled with so much
love.

Now I know that it's
unusual
To bless a motherboard,
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Wherever else this prayer
may reach
To each and every friend,
Bless each email inbox
And each person who hits
'send'.
When you update your
heavenly list

On your own Great CDROM,
Bless everyone who says
this prayer
Sent up to GOD.com
Amen

Monthly green tip:
With Spring around the corner,
a bird's thoughts turn to nesting and
we're now in Nestbox Week (14 - 21
February).
Encouraging species like tits will
help in controlling some insect
pests. Ensure that boxes face between north and east,
definitely not south and west. A study proved that
woodcrete is preferred over timber by tits and they also
prefer them green. Woodcrete is good protection against
woodpeckers and squirrels and you can find a recipe for
making your own woodcrete at
http://www.rivercottage.net/forum/ask/processing-andother-crafts/7706woodcrete/. The sizes of the
entrances for different species are at
http://www.bto.org/nnbw/make.htm. There's no need
to clean them out every year, nor is there any point in
putting nesting material in them, but bundles/nets of any
sort of hair left hanging in the garden slowly disappear
and can be recognised in old nests later in the year.

Jenny and Tom Worthington
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Bible quote:
'Consider it pure joy,
my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know
that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance...
Blessed is the one who
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised
to those who love him.'

James 1: verses 2 - 3 and 12

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey
01491 873128
vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
United Benefice church website:
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk
Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128.
Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.

From the Riverbank ©Copyright 2013
webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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