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  Pastoral letter     -     A Shared Meal 
 

 

                                                            2012 - What a fantastic  
                                                                  year this has been! 

                                                                The Queen’s Diamond  
                                                            Jubilee celebrations  
                                                            coupled with The  
                                                            Olympics and  
                                                            Paralympics appear to  
                                                            have changed the  
                                                            national mood from one 
of understandable anxiety and self-doubt to national 
and personal pride, coupled with a quite tangible sense 
of what ‘community’ means. 
     For me the local event which best summed up this 
transformation in prevailing attitudes was the Street 
Party which spanned The Thames in Goring and 
Streatley on a very rainy June 3rd, following on from the 
ecumenical outdoor Service, ‘Jubilee Praise’.  Our 
thanks are due to the many, many people who made 
The Jubilee Weekend events possible everywhere. 
     I highlight the shared meal that was the Street Party 
for three main reasons.   
     Firstly, the very British determination and/or sheer 
madness of continuing in spite of the weather!  
Secondly, the logistical effort that made street parties 
like this possible in the first place.  And thirdly, what 
the meal represents from a Christian viewpoint. 
     Throughout her sixty year reign, Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II has always made clear how a living faith in 
Jesus Christ is central to both her public and private  
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life. And, consistent with her faith, The Queen wanted 
to ensure that those normally most socially isolated in 
villages, towns and cities should be at the heart of The 
Jubilee celebrations, and the street parties in 
particular. 
     In inviting all to come to the table, The Queen 
wasn’t – as ever - simply fulfilling her public duty to 
serve the whole of the population.  She was also, I 
believe, quite consciously drawing on the teachings of 
Jesus.   
     For Jesus once told a story about a Great Dinner to 
which many people were invited.  When, one by one, 
the guests made their excuses and declined the 
invitation, "The master said, 'Then go to the 
country roads. Whoever you find, drag them in.  I 
want my house full!  Let me tell you, not one of 
those originally invited is going to get so much as a 
bite at my dinner party.' "  

Luke 14:23-24  The Message translation of The Bible. 
     God wants all of humanity to live in peace and 
harmony, with no ‘top tables’ in sight!  That lesson is 
clear.  But this parable also works at a deeper level 
since it illustrates what will happen to those who 
choose not to accept the invitation to follow Jesus in 
their daily lives. 
     The year turns with conflict in many parts of the 
world and serious institutional crises at home.  One of 
the most important challenges for us all is not to 
forget that the baby whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas grew up!  And the adult Jesus challenged 

Contd… 
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established order head-on.  He promised a radical 
overhaul of minds, structures and systems.  One day 
Jesus will return heralding the coming of God’s 
Kingdom in full. 
     In only a few months' time Christians will celebrate 
Easter and the victory won by Jesus, giving people a 
new relationship with God and the opportunity to be 
forgiven for the wrong that has been done.  Don’t wait 
until Easter to think of Jesus again - let Him be your 
guide in life. 
     I wish you all a very Happy Christmas. 

 Rev. Mark Blamey  
Vicar of the Anglican Churches in Goring, 

Streatley and South Stoke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An invitation …to find out more about Luci’s recent trip 

to Uganda and the work of the Mityana Charity 

 

 
Tuesday 27th November 2012 

The Canterbury Room, St Thomas’ Church, Goring. 
The evening begins with coffee at 7.30pm. 

All are very welcome. RSVP if possible on 871970. 
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St Mary’s Church 
 

 

St Mary's Church Noisy Nativity 
'Follow the Star' 

Sunday 23 December at 10.30 a.m. 

 
     If you would like a small speaking part in this Nativity Play, 
you are between 5 and 11 years old and can come to short 
rehearsals on Sunday 16 December at 12 noon and Sunday 23 

December at 9.15 a.m. just before the service, please telephone 
Alison Gray (873181). 

Or you may prefer just to dress up as your favourite Nativity 
character and join us in St Mary's at 10.30 a.m. on 

Sunday 23 December – All welcome! 
 

 St Mary’s Bridge afternoon 
       A group of 40 keen bridge players arrived at the Morrell 
room on October 31st to spend a quiet afternoon indulging 
their passion for  the game of bridge. A sumptuous tea was 
served at each individual table (silver teapots much in 
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evidence) and prizes awarded, (notably to members of the 
Miskin family!) before the distribution of some splendid items 
from the raffle. 
     Very many thanks to all those who helped so tirelessly and 
merrily to make this venture a resounding  success, 
particularly to Dawn Miskin, who masterminded the whole 
operation, which gave a total of £460 to St Mary’s general 

funds.                     Diana Fenton 
 

  Christingle at St Mary's 
     Christingle making factory will be on Sunday 23 
December at 11.30, just after the Nativity Family 
Service in Streatley. All children and adults are 

welcome. The Christingle service will be on Christmas 
Eve at 3.00pm.  

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 

 Christingle at St Thomas' 
     There are two events  over Christmas at St Thomas' 
in Goring that involves families. 
     1.  On Saturday 22 December, there will be a 

Christingle-making factory to decorate oranges with 
sweets for the Christingle service. This is from 2.00-3.30pm in 
The Canterbury Room.  Refreshments are provided for the 
willing  workers. 
     2. On Christmas Eve at 3.00pm, there is the Christingle 
service for all families at St Thomas'. Everyone is welcome. 
The charity sponsored is The Children’s Society of The Church 
of England  which helps the young in the UK, the homeless and 
vulnerable children, young carers and disabled children. Please 
come and enjoy the spirit of Christmas. 

 Jan Thomson 
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 Christmas Tree Festival 

Thursday December 20th – Friday 28th December 
10.00 – 4.00pm, except for Christmas Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last year's festival 
 
     This will be our third Christmas Tree Festival at St 
Thomas’.  It has proved to be a really popular event with both 
the young and not so young alike.  Little gasps of pleasure are 
heard as our visitors walk through the door. They see a magical 
scene of trees of many sizes, all lit with white lights standing all 
round the church. This year there will be twenty trees 
decorated by different groups, charities and businesses from 
the local area. A lot of time and trouble is taken over making 
some of the decorations and these will tell us something  of the 
group’s activities. 
      This year donations will go towards the repair of St Thomas’ 
church tower.  This well known landmark in the Goring Gap 
has been familiar to travellers for nearly a thousand years and 
is now in need of some important restoration. 
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      There will of course be a warm welcome and refreshments 
available in the Canterbury Room. 

 Jenny Boyd 
 

 

  Can you offer Mary and Joseph a bed for the night on 

their journey to Bethlehem? 
 

     This year at St Thomas’ Church, 
you’re invited open your home to 
Mary and Joseph and help to share 
the wonderful story of Jesus’ birth.  
     Posada is an old Mexican tradition 
where young people dressed as Mary and Joseph travelled 
from house to house asking for a room for the night and telling 
people about the imminent arrival of Jesus in the weeks leading 
up to Christmas. 

Modern day Posada uses nativity figures of Mary and Joseph 
who travel from place to place. This gives each ‘host’ the 
chance to create their own celebration in their home or work 
place. 
     All you need to do is add your name to the Journey Rota 
which you will find at St Thomas’ for a night that will suit you 
to ‘host’ Mary & Joseph.  The host for the previous night will 
contact you to make arrangements to bring the figures to your 
home at a time to suit both of you.  
     For the evening you ‘host’ Mary & Joseph, you can choose to 
do whatever you like. Why not invite friends and family to 
meet them and enjoy a mince pie or two whilst retelling the 
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Christmas story?   We do ask that you note what Mary and 
Joseph did during their stay in their journey diary and, 
included in their travelling box, is a disposable camera so you 
can record their stay in pictures too.  
     The next day you need to take Mary & Joseph to the next 
host on the Journey Rota, with the host on Christmas Eve 
making arrangements for them to be brought to church on 
Christmas morning.  
     It’s as simple as that.  For further details please contact me. 

 Rev. Luci Heyn 
PS. This year’s Posada is an experimental year – if it’s well 
supported, Mary and Joseph could travel around the Benefice 
next year!  
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church  
 

      9 December - Refugee Council is the leading charity 
working with asylum seekers and refugees in the 
UK. It is committed to working towards creating 
a fair, humane and effective asylum system that 
provides protection and enables refugees to 
rebuild their lives in safety. Many refugees 
arriving in the UK have fled unimaginable acts of 
war, torture and persecution and unfortunately 

very often face hostility based on misinformation and prejudice 
when they arrive here. Your donation will be enormously 
welcome and will help the Council in its very vital work.    
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk 

  Christine Tucker 
 

     24 December at 3.00pm - The 
Children's Society       
     The retiring collection at the Christingle 
service will go to support the Society 
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which works directly with over 50,000 children in the UK. 
There are many homeless and street children, disabled, young 
carers, children in trouble with the law and refugees  who need 
help and support.  The outreach programme’s  work is to try to 
change the world in which these children live, right injustices 
and provide a safe environment.  The Church of England 
Children’s Society  works directly  with these vulnerable young 
people.   Please support the efforts which make a difference to 
the young and marginalized trying to cope in difficult 
circumstances in the UK.  www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

 Jan Thomson 
 

     24 December (Midnight Service) - Us (United 
Society, the new 
name for USPG 
which is the United 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospels).  
     Providing mosquito nets in Ghana; hostels that give 
Christian girls the chance of secondary education in Myanmar; 
training for leaders of the rapidly-growing churches in many 
African churches  – Us backs projects like these in over 50 
countries.  The new name emphasizes the inter-dependence of 
Anglican churches.   To support the work of the world church, 
please contribute to the collection for Us on Christmas Eve.   
www.uspg.org.uk  

   Patsy Calder 

 

     25 December  - Power International is a charity 
that ensures people with disabilities in developing countries 
can change their lives and communities for the better.  Its work 
creates genuine choices in lives and promotes equal access to 
education, healthcare and employment. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
http://www.uspg.org.uk/
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     Currently Power International is 
running projects in Laos, Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe, countries where 

disabled people live in abject poverty and have no access to 
basic services. Your donation will help these people to gain 
access to the services we take for granted.      
www.powerinternational.org 

 Christine Tucker 
 

     13 January 2013 - Open Doors is the most active 
charity 
working to 
support, 
protect and 
encourage 

persecuted Christians across the world.  With every year that 
passes, the persecution seems to increase and some of the 
stories coming out of the Muslim world in particular are truly 
heart-rending.  Churches bombed, pastors murdered and 
Christians driven out of their homes or imprisoned on false 
charges.  Please give as generously as you can.  

 Garry Alder 

 

 Charitable Giving by St Thomas' for a complete 12 

month period from end Nov 2011 to early Nov 2012 
 

Leprosy Mission 
 
Nov 2011 397.21 

Refugee Council 
 
Dec 2011 60.70 

USPG Charity 
 
Dec 2011 144.87 

Power International charity 
 
Dec 2011 140.55 

The Children's Society 
 
Dec 2011 296.55 

Farm Africa 
 
Jan 2012 129.20 

School Govenors 
 
Feb 2012 205.63 

See Saw 
 
Mar 2012 146.25 
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Starlight 
 
Apr 2012 173.29 

Open Doors 
 
May 2012 230.55 

Kamuli Mission Hospital June 2012 360.73 
Mercy Ships 

 
July 2012 188.61 

Christian Aid 
 
Aug 2012 133.60 

Christian Blind Mission Sep 2012 159.50 
Church Housing Trust 

 
Sep 2012 192.11 

Water Aid 
 
Oct 2012 218.14 

Poppy Appeal 
 
Nov 2012 293.63 

     
    

3,471.12 
Plus £1,200 for Goring School Classroom Appeal 
   

 Compiled by the Treasurer, Donald Shrimpton  
at the behest of the Missions Committee   

 

St Andrew’s Church 
 

 Christmas Family Service 

     Four times a year St Andrew's holds a Family 
Service and the next one will be on Sunday 23 
December at 10.30am. Everyone is invited. 
Do come if you can. 

 

 Royal Harmonics  
     Come to a barber shop concert plus other 

entertainment on Saturday 26 January 
2013 at around 7.30pm (time to be 
confirmed - see posters).  Proceeds will 
go towards Help the Heroes, Royal 

Harmonics fund and St Andrew's Development fund. 
Refreshments will be provided. Everyone is welcome. 
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The United Benefice  
 

 

Christmas Services in the United Benefice 
 

 
 

UB = United Benefice 
BCP = service from the Book of Common Prayer 
CW = Common Worship 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Goring 
 
(Thursday, 20 – 28 December   10.00am - 4.00pm     Christmas Tree Festival 
except Christmas Day) 
 

Sunday, 23  December   4.00pm       Carol Service 
 
Monday, 24 December    3.00pm      Christingle 
Christmas Eve                 6.00pm      Torchlight Procession from top of  
                                                            Goring High Street 
                 11.30pm     Midnight Mass (CW)   
 
Tuesday, 25 December   8.00am      UB Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christmas Day                10.00am     Parish Communion (CW) with  
            Tom-Toms children's group in The  
                                                             Canterbury Room 
 
Sunday, 30 January    8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP) 
                 10.30am     UB Service at St Mary’s, Streatley 
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St Mary’s Church, Streatley 
 
Sunday, 23 December   8.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) 
                                       10.30am       Family Service - Nativity 
 
Monday, 24 December   3.00pm       Christingle 
Christmas Eve                6.00pm       Torchlight Procession from the  
            Coombe 
               11.30pm       Midnight Mass (CW) 
     
Tuesday, 25 December     8.00am      UB Holy Communion (BCP) at St 
Christmas Day           Thomas', Goring 
                10.30am       Service of Lessons and Carols 
 
Sunday, 30 January           8.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) at St  
             Thomas’,  Goring  
                                         10.30am      UB main morning Service 
 
 

St Andrew’s Church, South Stoke 
 

Sunday, 23 December 10.30am       Family Service - Christmas 
                  4.00pm      Carol Service 
      
Monday, 24 December  11.30pm       Midnight Mass (BCP) 
Christmas Eve 
 
Tuesday, 25 December 10.30am       Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christmas Day 
 
Sunday, 30 January  8.00am       Holy Communion (BCP) at St  
           Thomas', Goring 
                           10.30am       UB Service at St Mary’s, Streatley 
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Torchlight Procession 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
     As in previous years, the Christmas Eve procession, carol 
singing and bonfire will be held on Streatley Recreation 
Ground on Monday 24 December. The procession will begin 
at 6.00pm with the Streatley procession starting from the 
Primary School in the Coombe, and the Goring procession from 
the junction of Upper Red Cross Road and the High. Those 
walking from Streatley, please enter the field via Church Lane, 
and for Goring, through the Swan Hotel car park.  
 

Carol singing will start promptly at 6.30pm. 
 

     Torches are available from Goring Hardware and Westholme 
Stores. These should, of course be handled with care once lit, 
and parents are reminded to keep their children away from the 
bonfire. 

 
 UB Compline - Sunday 2 December at 4.00pm  

     Singers from all three churches in the 
Benefice will be singing at Compline at St 
Thomas' Church in Goring. Do come and 
enjoy this short, simple service of evening 
prayer. 
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  “A Country Christmas” – Traditional carols ancient and 

modern 
     Goring Chamber Choir presents its annual Christmas 
Concert in St Thomas’ Church, Goring on Sunday 16 December 
at 3.00pm. Conductor Frances Brewitt-Taylor and  accompanist 
Simon Brett.  
     This concert is always an enjoyable and popular occasion 
and this year the choir is performing an interesting 
programme of both ancient and modern carols. They will be 
sung to familiar and sometimes less familiar tunes and there 
will, as usual, be a chance to join in.  With the concert at 
3.00pm this will leave plenty of time to enjoy the traditional 
refreshments afterwards. 
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     A retiring collection will be split between the Thames Valley 
and Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust and Marie Curie Cancer Care 
in memory of former choir member, Stan Lawrence. 
     Tickets £8 (concessions £6) are available from Choir 
members, Inspirations in the Arcade and on the door or by 
ringing 07733 140513. 
 

 Janet's recital   
     Janet Pound's concert on Sunday 18 
November was a wonderful event. The 
afternoon drew in some 150 people 
from near and far, to hear her play 
music by Bach, Beethoven, Mozart,  
Mendelsohn, Debussy, Gershwin, 
Chopin and Bartok. The event raised a 
magnificent £805 in cash from the 

retiring collection, which included gift aid to be recovered. This 
will go towards the St Thomas' Tower fund.  Many thanks to 
Janet for her great gift of music and to everyone who 
contributed so generously, including those who prepared the 
refreshments. 

  Rev. Mark Blamey 
 

 UB Boxing Day Bring-and-Share Lunch 

 
Wednesday 26 December  

from 12.00-3.00pm in 
The Canterbury Room at St Thomas’ 

Church 
           If you are on your own on or if you 

would like extra company on Boxing Day, 
please come and enjoy this bring-and-share lunch. This event 
has proved popular and enjoyable in the past. If you know 
anyone who will be on their own on Boxing Day, please suggest 
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this event to them or bring them along with you.  Transport can 
be provided. Everyone is invited. 

  Rev. Mark Blamey 

 Sing-a-long afternoon  
Saturday 2 February 2013 at 3.00pm 

     Do come and join the United 
Benefice Choir for an afternoon of 
singing some of our favourite songs 
from the shows.  
February can be rather a grey, cold 
month, but singing is always a great 

way to cure the 'Winter Blues'!  You don't need to bring 
anything other than your voice!  Words (and some music) will 
be provided.  The afternoon will finish with refresh-ments in 
the Canterbury Room.  There is no charge for this event, but 
donations towards the Tower Fund will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please phone me (872020) if you have any 

questions.                Elizabeth Parkinson 
 

 Website  
     Apologies for the problems at the moment with the website. 
Hackers have entered the site in spite of virus protection and 
they have prevented the website from functioning properly.  
Every effort is being made to try to rectify the situation as 
quickly as possible.  For the time being, this magazine is being 
emailed to all those who normally view it on-line. 

  Caroline Blamey 

  The Liturgical Calendar 
       2 December: Advent Sunday/Common Worship Year C  
9 December: 2nd Sunday of Advent                      begins 
16 December: 3rd Sunday of Advent            
23 December: 4th Sunday of Advent    

25 December: Christmas Day         
30 December: 1st Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany 



19 

 

 6 January 2013: 2nd Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany 
13 January: 3rd Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany 
20 January: 4th Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany 
27 January: 5th Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany 

 

Bible quote:   
   So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.  
                                                       Galatians 3:26 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey  
01491 873128 

 vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 
 United Benefice church website: 

www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 

www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 
 

Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each 
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 

Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church 
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.      

 

mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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 Monthly green tip:    
     Condensation in the house is a real nuisance during 
the winter months, bringing with it airborne fungal 
spores and damage to decorations.    
     Reduce water output into the home by drying 
washing outside when possible, having an electric 
cooker instead of gas, cooking with pan lids on, using 
an extractor fan over the hob and in the bathroom, not 
using portable paraffin or gas stoves, reducing the 
number of pot plants:  but you still have to breathe out 
moisture!   
     Instead of venting moisture-laden warm air to the 
outside, use an electrically-powered dehumidifier which 
not only removes the moisture but also provides about 
2.5 times the heat output of the electricity consumed 
by releasing the latent heat of evaporation into the 
room - every home should have one! 

                                      Jenny and Tom Worthington  
 

'Like the appearance 

of a rainbow in the 

clouds on a rainy 

day, so was the 

radiance around 

him. 

This was the 

appearance of the 

likeness of the 

glory of the LORD.' 

 

Ezekiel  1:28 
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