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St Mary’s Church 
 

 Streatley School Summer Fair  
     As usual, St Mary’s was represented at the annual Streatley 
School Summer Fair. This year our stall was named, ‘Ice your 
own Cupcake’, which consisted of lots of plain cupcakes and a 
plethora of different colours of icing and assorted sprinkles 
with which to decorate each cake. A most enjoyable and very 
messy time was had by all. Many thanks to the young 
representatives from the family service congregation who 
helped to sell the cakes. As is customary, all our profit went to 
school funds.         

    Alison Gray 
 

 St Mary’s Choir visit to Merton College, Oxford 
     Members of St Mary’s church choir 
enjoyed a visit to Merton College, Oxford 
recently by courtesy of choir member, Sally 
Hague, who is the Accommodation Manager 
at the college. We were accompanied by our 
choirmaster, Nicholas Watkins, who had 
suggested that the choir might benefit 
greatly from listening to the singing of the 
choristers from the Oxford colleges (to which 

we replied we would be able to hear how it should be done)! 
     During the afternoon we were privileged to have a 
conducted tour of Merton’s world-famous chained library – the 
oldest library in continuous use in the world. Entry to the 
library is conditional upon being accompanied by a Fellow, so 
we were very grateful to Douglas Bamber, the college’s 
Domestic Bursar, who gave us a most informative and 
fascinating tour and to Sally, who had arranged it. We were 
struck by the sheer age of the books, many dating from the 
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fifteenth century. Particularly memorable was the beautifully 
illustrated Book of the World by Sir Frances Drake, there 
in its glass case, in as good condition as it was the day it was 
bound. 
     We then attended a glorious Evensong in the chapel, 
impeccably sung by the mixed-voice choir to a full 
congregation, it being the final service before the college went 
down for the summer. Our visit was rounded off by a splendid 
meal in Prezzo at the castle, which had been thoughtfully 
booked by Rebecca Joisce. We are all looking forward to 
visiting another college in the autumn.   

 Mary Scriven 
 

Note: New members are most welcome to join St Mary's Choir. 
Contact Elaine Cox (671532) if you are interested. 
 

 Hiring of St Mary’s Church, Streatley 
      

     St Mary's Church is a beautiful 
venue for concerts (seats 150). 
Hire charges: £25/hr for non-
charitable events or, for charitable 
events, £25 for the first two hours, 
reduced to £15 per hour thereafter.  
     Contact me after St Mary's 
church services (I am in the church 

choir) or email me at StMarysConcerts@hotmail.co.uk            

   Stella Robinson 
 

 Ride and Stride 
     St Mary's will be open on  

Saturday 8 September 
from 10.00-6.00pm for visitors on their journeys.  The 
literature, i.e. sponsorship forms and list of churches is 

available on berkschurchestrust.org.uk or from me 

mailto:StMarysConcerts@hotmail.co.uk
http://berkschurchestrust.org.uk/
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 Pastoral letter - Going for Gold 
      
                                         What excitements we are having  
                                   this summer!  I have not watched all  
                                   the Olympics but have enjoyed many  
                                  of the TV interviews with the   
                                  winners.  One of the key questions    
                                  normally asked was, “What has 
contributed to your success?”  The responses were 
many and varied but often seemed to parallel our 
experiences as Christians in our desire to “Go for Gold” 
in our faith-journey.   

Contd… 
 

(872231).  Please think about taking part either as a rider, 
strider, or steward and help raise money for St Mary's and the 
churches in need in Berkshire. Thank you.   

 Angela Bulmer 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Mary's, Streatley 
     In September 2011 it was time for St Mary's Church to 
reassess our charitable giving. 
     The PCC decided that, given current financial challenges, it 
was not appropriate to donate anything from church funds. We 
therefore thought that we should give to just two charities, one 
international and one UK. The Leprosy Mission and the Church 
Urban Fund were chosen. We plan to give to one of them each 
March and October. 
     At the end of each of the services during October there will 
be a retiring collection for the Church Urban Fund. There will 
be plenty of information about the charity in the church. 

 Tina Farr  
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     Listening to the athletes responses, I detected eight 
common themes that many of them shared.  I thought it 
might be helpful if we tried using them in reflecting 
upon our spiritual lives.  I suggest a few Bible verses 
here that may assist us in developing a clearer vision 
for our walk with Jesus and our service for His 
Kingdom.  
     So, here goes! 
     

     Many athletes spoke of being totally committed to 
achieving Gold; often over many years and at great 
sacrifice - of daily practice;  forgoing some normal 
pleasures and keeping focused at all times.  We too are 
called to such commitment and to clear focus in our 
Christian walk. 
Isaiah 6:8;          Jeremiah: 4-8  Matthew 28: 18-20 
Acts 26: 19-20;      Hebrews 12: 2-3 
 
     Determination to overcome in the face of difficult 
challenges – injuries and illnesses, family problems, 
loss and disappointment were often mentioned.  All 
these face us from time to time in our lives, and they 
certainly abound in the Scriptures. 
Psalm 46: 1-3;     II Corinthians 11: 21(b)-29  
Psalm 22: 1-2; 6-8 
 

     Having a strong relationship with a good coach 
whom one could trust and respect; whose wise advice 
could help to develop winning strategies and 
techniques.  As Christians we probably have several 
 

Contd… 
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trustworthy ‘coaches’ or teachers but Christ made it 
absolutely clear the greatest of all is His Holy Spirit.  
John 7: 37-39                John 14: 14-17      
Galatians 5: 22-25 
 
     Discovering one’s own strengths and 
weaknesses; and working hard at developing one's 
real gifts and talents.  This process should be part of 
our lives too.  Jesus calls each of us into a unique 
ministry for which the Spirit teaches, develops and 
empowers us. 
Exodus 35: 30-35 I Corinthians 12: 4-6 & 27-31 
 
     Maintaining excellent physical, mental and 
emotional health, through e.g., a healthy diet, 
integration of a good balance of rest, leisure and time 
for reflection.  The physical aspects that contributed to 
the athletes’ successes have their mirror images in the 
spiritual lives.  We Christians also need to keep fit in 
body, mind and spirit.  (e.g., plenty of good soul food 

– through regular study, prayer and meditation). 
Esther 8: 16-18;  Proverbs 31: 14-16;    
Luke 22: 13-20   John 21: 10-13 
 
     Engaging in and appreciating teamwork with 
fellow athletes.  How often did we see true friendship 
and great sportsmanship? (Many times I saw losers 
giving hugs and smiles to those who had just beaten 
them).  As Christians we are called to work together 
and to be encouragers* of each other.   

Contd… 
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(*Barnabas means ‘son of encouragement’!) 
1 Samuel 18: 1-4; Malachi 3: 16-17;     Acts 11: 22-26 
 
     Almost everyone spoke of the support of close 
family and friends.  What a difference such support 
can make for us too in all the ups and downs of the 
Christian life. 
Ruth 1: 16-17;              Luke 1: 39-44 & 56;  
Colossians 4: 7-15 
 
     Huge gratitude for the support of the crowds was 
almost universal amongst the athletes.  And we also 
need to recognise and thank God for all those who 
cheer us on; both, that great cloud of witnesses from 
the past and those who support us in the here and 
now.  We also need to be part of that crowd, cheering 
on others as they press towards the goal. 
John 12: 12-15;  Hebrews 12:1. 
 
   I do hope you have found these thoughts and the 
verses helpful in reflecting on the athletes’ words  and 
our heavenward journeys? 
     Now it’s time for the Paralympics!  What great 
treasures of Gold we may find in these brave athletes’ 
stories! 

 
 Ian Wallace, Licensed Lay Minister 
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St Andrew’s Church 
 

 UB St Andrew's Prayer Group 

          We do apologise for any confusion which may have arisen 
over the previously published change of time.  In discussion at 
the meeting on 7th August, it was decided that future meetings 
would be held in the afternoon of the first Tuesday of each 
month and start at the slightly later time of 2.30 pm. 

 Sally Baker 

 
 Happy 3rd Birthday 

to St Andrew's Coffee Morning! 
 

 
 

     I spent a very happy morning on Wednesday 15 August at 
the coffee morning, celebrating the fact that it has now been 
running for three years. Many people came and I'm sure 
enjoyed the wonderful spread of cakes and pastries.  
     Jean Dixon was presented with beautiful flowers as it was 
her birthday. Our thanks go to Jean and Claire. Coffee morning 
without their hard work would not be possible.  
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     It's a lovely friendly atmosphere and open to all, so come 
and join us at St Andrews every third Wednesday of the month. 
When you taste the mouth-watering cakes you will be glad you 
came.  See you on Wednesday 19 September! 

 Debbie Deakin 
 

 The Ballad Of Diamond Lil  
Saturday 22 September at 19:00 

with cocktails from 18:30 
     A comic verse playlet with Singalong as the ultimate finale to 
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations will be performed in St 
Andrew’s Church preceded and followed by drinks in the 
Church. It is the story of a villager, Elizabeth Howard, who 
works in the Perch and Pike pub but finds herself out of work 
and penniless with a little dog to feed. Then she has a surprise 
visit and suddenly everything changes for the better. South 
Stoke becomes a star in the political and diplomatic firmament 
and the playlet ends with a crowning moment.  
     There will be quite a few well-known and not so well-known 
songs to sing along. Singing will be led by boys from the 
Oratory School and members of South Stoke Players directed 
by Julian McNamara, Director of Music at the Oratory School. 
     Donations will go to the St Andrew’s Church Development 
Fund. 

 Michael Codner 

 
St Thomas of Canterbury Church 

 
 Looking forward  Mission 2013 

     In twelve months' time, St Thomas' will 
be starting a month of Mission. Plans are 
being laid and a programme of events and 
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services are being prepared for presentation to the PCC. 
     The aim of the Mission is to present the claims of the Gospel 
to those around us in a challenging and exciting way. 
     Every member of the church fellowship at Goring will be 
asked to be involved: in prayer, participation in the events and 
services, or helping behind the scenes with practical matters. 
     As a fellowship we need to be a united force, unafraid of 
telling others about the greatness of the Lord Jesus and His 
care and love for everyone. 
     Already two great events are in place for PCC approval. More 
details will be available next month. Watch this space! 

 Mission Committee 

 
 September 2013 MISSION - Prayer Triplets 

     Exciting news – a Church Mission! We need 
to be involved and prepare for this challenge 
by praying for the Mission. We will be forming 
Prayer Triplets to make this possible. A Prayer 
Triplet is for anyone of any age to meet with 
two others and commit to praying regularly, at 

times and places decided by the triplet each time they meet.  
     You may find prayer difficult but this is a great opportunity 
to start and grow in your own prayer life in a safe and 
unthreatening way. You will be given the main topics to pray 
for and praying need only be short one sentence prayers. In 
this way you will feel valued and involved in the mission in a 
crucial way. We will be launching the prayer triplets this 
month and there will be leaflets at the back of St Thomas' 
Church. Just fill in the slip and place it in the labelled box or 
contact the prayer triplet co-ordinators: Joan Downham 
(875983) or me (07985011810). 

 Sue Hookway 
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 Goring Primary School Classroom Appeal 
     Thank you to everyone who so kindly donated money 
towards this appeal. Angela Wheatcroft was delighted to 
receive  £1,200 from our church collection. 

    Rev. Mark Blamey 
 

 Flower festival booklets 
     These beautiful booklets have 
been produced by Jenny Boyd and 
Fiona Sutcliffe on the Olympic-
themed 'Carrying the Torch' 
flower festival in June at St 
Thomas'. If you would like to buy 
one for yourself or as presents, 
please speak to Jenny Boyd 
(873109).  

 
 

Saturday 8 September 2012 
 

     Last year the event raised nearly £120,000, up on 2010 and 
a remarkable achievement considering the current financial 
climate. Let’s see if we can contribute to fundraising again this 
year after our record-breaking £1,408.11 last year. It may be 
that we will be applying for a grant ourselves towards the cost 
of the repairs to the Tower soon. The Bishop of Oxford is 
hoping to participate again this year. 
     Half the money we raise always comes to our own Church 
funds anyway so put the date in your diary and start planning 
your route round the many historic churches in our area. 
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Sponsorship can be collected via JustGiving.com if potential 
Riders, Striders and Welcomers would find this medium easier 
but conventional paper forms will be available in due course. 

Church organiser: Brenda Kerr Muir      www.ohct.org.uk 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’:  
 
Sunday 9 September 

     In hostels all over the country, the Church Housing 
Trust offers shelter, hope for the future, and training 
for independent living to homeless men and women 
who might also have problems such as alcohol 

addiction.  
     Church Housing Trust’s charity partner, the Riverside 
English Churches Housing Group, recently opened a housing 
and training centre near Catterick Garrison in Yorkshire, 
specifically for those leaving the armed forces who find 
themselves homeless, often with physical and psychological 
problems, and in need of help to return to civilian life. The 
Trust has been able to provide furnishings for flats and 
equipment for training, social, and fitness centres. 
      Please give generously for this most deserving cause. 

 Norma Bryant 
       

On Sunday 23 September, there will be 
another opportunity to support the work of 

this Christian charity.  For more than a century, the Christian 
Blind Mission has been doing what Jesus himself did (John 9, 1-
7).  As in His day, so in ours, the loss of sight in poorer 
countries can mean much more than just the loss of vision, 
terrible as that is.  It can mean the loss of childhood, livelihood, 
independence, dignity and sometimes even life itself; all for the 
lack of a relatively simple and inexpensive cataract removal, in 
many cases. CBM is working with several other charities in this 

http://www.ohct.org.uk/
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field to wipe out the scourge of avoidable blindness forever. 
Please do what you can to help on the 23rd September. 

 Garry Alder 

 

The United Benefice 
 

 Anyone for Bridge? 
      On Wednesday 31 October, 
there will be a Bridge afternoon 
from 2.00-5.00pm in The Morrell 
Room, Streatley.  Everyone is 
invited.  £32 per table, including 
a delicious tea and raffle. Contact  
Diana Fenton (874408) if you 
wish to play.  Proceeds will go 
towards St Mary's Church funds. 

 
 Calling all carers 
     The following carers’ meetings will take place on Thursday 
18 October at Goring Community Centre at 11.00am with 
Rachel Niblock, Manager of the National Dementia 
Information's Services. 

 Pat Nias 
 

 Assembly in Schools 
     From the start of the new academic year in September 
2012, I will be at Streatley Primary School each week for 
assemblies and Luci will be at Goring Primary School. 

 Rev. Mark Blamey 
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A FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

and other works of art 

by 

William Dowden 
 

An Exhibition in 

The Canterbury Room at  

St Thomas' Church, Goring 

on 

Saturday 1 September 

between 

2.00 and 6.00pm 
 

Refreshments will be available 
 

Free entry with Donations in aid of 

St Thomas' Tower Fund 
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Life Savers 
 

 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him.’                       John 3.16-17 

Come and join us at the next 

Family Services 

at St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Goring on 

Sunday 2 September at 10.00am 

with refreshments in The Canterbury Room 

or at St Mary’s Church, Streatley on 

Sunday 16 September at 10.30am 

with refreshments in Church 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

St Andrew's Church in South Stoke is having a  

Family Service on Sunday 23 September at 10.30am 

on the theme of Creation.  
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 Luci’s Curacy  
      A few of you have asked if I’m already coming 
to the end of my curacy.  The answer is ‘not yet’!  
Oxford Diocese strongly encourages its curates 
to remain in post for a minimum of 3 years to 

ensure that we have as much experience as possible under our 
belts (or perhaps that should be dog collars) before we are let 
loose on our own.  The third anniversary of my ordination does 
not fall until July 2013 so it’s highly unlikely that I will leave 
before that date.   I then have a further year to find the next 
place to which God is calling me. Moving on will be a huge (and 

You are invited to…

Discoverers Youth Group

A meeting place for young people from Years 6 to 10

Come and enjoy games!  Food!  Fun!  
And time to chat about things which really matter to you.

When: 16th and 30th September, 14th October, 4th and 18th November, 2nd December
Time:        5pm – 6:30pm
Where:     The Canterbury Room, St Thomas’ Church, Goring

(except 16th September when we’ll be meeting at the Vicarage, Manor Road)
Contact:  Rev. Luci Heyn on 01491-871970

http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/

The United Benefice of Goring, Streatley and South Stoke

 Please show this invitation to anyone aged 10-15: 
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rather scary) step so I would welcome your prayers as I start to 
discern what form my future ministry should take.  In the 
meantime, thank you for your continued support which I value 
hugely.  

 Rev. Luci Heyn 
 Luci’s trip to Uganda  

      
     Next 
month I will 
be making a 
return visit to 
Mityana, 
which is about 
three hours' 
drive west of 
Kampala.  It’s 
four years 
since my last 
visit with the 
Mityana 

Charity  
(www. mityanacharity.org), so I’m looking forward to seeing 
how a number of projects have progressed.   
     These projects include a primary school in the outlying 
settlement of Lwankuba and the next-door 500 acre farm 
which the charity hopes in time will generate sufficient income 
to support the school.  The farm is being developed primarily 
as a coffee plantation.  I will also have an opportunity to 
experience the charity’s emerging ministry to prisoners in the 
area, who are held in significant numbers in appalling 
conditions.  
     My visit will also include spending time with the three 
female clergy in the diocese (just 3 women clergy in a diocese 
which is 10,000² kms and with a population of 640,000 people!) 
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and helping to run some training sessions for ordinands in the 
area, focussing on the importance of children’s ministry.  
     I’m hoping to travel with a suitcase brimming with things to 
assist me in this work.  Are you able to help by donating any 
of the following items?   Colouring pencils, crayons and 
pens, writing pencils, chalks, reading flashcards, skipping 
ropes, inflatable balls, sponge tennis balls, craft materials 
such as coloured paper, card, glue, glitter, stickers, etc.  I 
may also be able to fit in a small number of lightweight 
baby clothes and clothes for younger children to be given 
to women prisoners whose children are held with them.  
     The Mityana Charity also runs a sponsorship programme to 
support children through secondary school and university.  
Funding through university is a challenge as the monthly cost 
is usually more than a single sponsor can offer.  The charity is 
currently looking for co-sponsors for 18 year old Steven 
who has just completed his A-levels and has a place at 
Kyambogo University in Kampala for a 4-year degree course in 
chemical engineering.  Please do ask me for further details if 
you feel you could become a co-sponsor for Steven.  
     Many thanks in advance.  

 Rev. Luci Heyn (871970) 
 

 
Bible quote:  

William Wilberforce's favourite psalm, apparently, 
 that he could recite by heart: loved it. 

 
'May my lips overflow with praise,  

    for you teach me your decrees. 
May my tongue sing of your word, 

    for all your commands are righteous.  
May your hand be ready to help me, 
    for I have chosen your precepts. 
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 Monthly green tip:  
      

Bothered by slugs this 

year?  Use the new ferric 

phosphate killer instead of 

something more toxic, and 

encourage hedgehogs by 

leaving plenty of untidy 

places for them to hide - 

piles of leaves or prunings 

are obvious options.  
 

    Jenny and Tom 
Worthington  

 

I long for your salvation, Lord, 
    and your law gives me delight.  
Let me live that I may praise you, 
    and may your laws sustain me. ‘ 

Psalm 119 verses 170-175 
 

 The Liturgical Calendar 

    2 September:  13th Sunday after Trinity 
    9 September:  14th Sunday after Trinity 
  16 September:  15th Sunday after Trinity 

                 23 September:     16th Sunday after Trinity 
       30 September:    17th Sunday after Trinity 

 
 

 
 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 01189844480 

(sorry no gas work undertaken) 
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from http://www.turnbacktogod.com/jesus-christ-cartoons/ 

 
 

 
 
     
 
 

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey  
01491 873128 

 Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 
 United Benefice church website: 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 

www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 

 

Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each 
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 

Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church 
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.      

 

© Copyright 2012 

http://www.turnbacktogod.com/jesus-christ-cartoons/
mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com

