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St Thomas’ Christmas Tree Festival 2011
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There was such a
lovely atmosphere
and a buzz of
activity and chatter
when groups
decorated their
trees in readiness
for the second
Christmas Tree
Festival, held in St
th
Goring and Woodcote Surgery Thomas’ between Saturday 18

and Wed 28 December.
Nineteen trees of varying sizes
were beautifully and thoughtfully
decorated to represent the many
different groups from St Thomas’
and the community. Our Lady
and St John, the Roman Catholic
Church, joined us for the first
time, together with the
Firefighters, the Cricket Club, the
Childminders, the Red Cross
Surgery and the Business Network.
The Cricket Club
Many of the original decorations brought
a
smile to people’s faces, in particular the Surgery tree (above),
with syringes, bandages and heart shaped decorations
reminding us to look after our hearts.
In the darkened church the trees sparkled and glistened and
the building echoed with the sound of Christmas music.
Every child in Goring Primary School made something for
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the children’s tree, which stood 12 ft high and, when finished,
was completely covered with beautiful decorations. This tree is
donated annually
by Sir David
Black. Excited
children made sure
their relatives saw
the
decorations they
had made and one
little one asked,
‘Can we do it
again?’
Goring Concert Band gave a
Goring Primary School
performance at the start of the Festival,
after which followed the Carol Service
and Christingle and the trees made a wonderful backdrop to a
wedding held on Tuesday 27 December.
A steady stream of visitors, some returning for a second and
third time came to enjoy the atmosphere, and generous
donations meant that £463 was raised, to be divided equally
between the Church Tower Fund and the Toybox charity.
Volunteers did a splendid job ensuring that the visitors were
welcomed in the church and offered refreshments in the
Canterbury Room. All too soon it was time to remove the trees,
pack away the decorations and sweep up the pine needles. The
church was back to normal. One didn’t know we had been there,
except, if you sat and closed your eyes, the trees and the music
returned to be enjoyed all over again.
Our thanks go to everyone who took part in the Festival and
made it such a success.
The Christmas Tree Festival Committee
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 Pastoral letter: Words of Encouragement
It is generally acknowledged
nowadays that if you praise a child
for making an effort, those words of
encouragement will spur them on to
do even better, whereas if you
belittle what they have done, they
may lose heart and not even bother to try next time.
Knowing that someone else cares about, and is
interested in, what you do can make a world of
difference to how you perform.
The apostle Paul spent much of his life encouraging
new Christians in the churches he and the first
missionaries founded. In a sense, the new converts
were like children, having been born again into a new
way of life. They often found themselves at odds with
the society around them, and they must sometimes,
maybe often, have felt like giving up, especially in the
face of persecution. To receive a letter from Paul,
containing passages like the one below, must have
given them a tremendous boost.
‘We ought always to thank God for you, brothers,
and rightly so, because your faith is growing more
and more, and the love every one of you has for each
other is increasing. Therefore, among God’s
churches we boast about your perseverance and
faith in all the persecutions and trials you are
enduring.’
(2 Thess. 1:3-4)
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You will, I'm sure, remember how at least 45
Christians in Nigeria were killed by a car bomb as they
came out of their church on Christmas Day 2011. There
have been further attacks since then. The Bishop of
Minna Diocese in Nigeria has urged all Christians to
forgive the attackers and to remain steadfast in their
Christian faith but, as you can imagine, it is not easy.
The widow of one of the victims was overcome with
grief at the hospital, able to say only, "Lord, where are
you? This burden is too much for me to bear.”
The plight of Christians in parts of Nigeria is just one
example of the suffering that Christians are enduring in
the world today. The charity Open Doors helps
Christians in over 50 countries where they suffer for
their faith. They give support in a variety of ways and
you can find information about their work on their
website at http://www.opendoorsuk.org/ One of the
ways in which we can help is to write a few words of
encouragement to individuals who have suffered
persecution. ‘Open Doors’ has a list of people to whom
they can deliver notes and cards.
As the ‘Open Doors’ website states: 'The simple act of
sending a letter or card can bring new comfort, hope
and strength to brothers and sisters who are suffering
in their faith. To be assured that you hold them in
prayer and that they are not forgotten, is one of the
greatest gifts you can give to persecuted
Christians.' One recipient said, “I am so happy to know
that I am not alone in this battle of faith. God is at work
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through these letters. I love everyone who took the
time to pen a message of encouragement to me.”
I am proposing to start up a group to meet every two
months to write to persecuted Christians, using
information from ‘Open Doors’ and sending the
messages through that charity. If you would like to join
this group, please contact me: 871493. We have been
given the gifts of freedom to worship and freedom of
speech. Let's put them to good use!
Wishing you many blessings throughout 2012.
Judith Aguda, Licensed Lay Minister

 St Thomas’ welcomes Streatley Primary school
pupils
At the end of
November 2011, St
Thomas' Church
welcomed the
pupils from
Keystage II at
Streatley Primary to
a rather unusual
baptism service.
The children acted
as parents,
godparents and
guests as we
explored what happens at a baptism service and what it means.
This came at the end of a term during which the children had
studied the theme of water.
Rev. Luci Heyn, Curate
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The following are accounts of the visit by two pupils.
Ben Adams: ‘Yesterday we walked down to church at 10:00,
for a baptism service. When we got there our vicar Luci did a
welcoming service and
did a bit of biblical
reading. After that we
listened to Luci talked
about how Jesus got
baptised in the river
Jordan then the god
parents had to say
there promises to
insure we were with
Emma’s choices. Next
people said some prayers and then we walked over to the font.
Then Luci baptised Emma in the name of the lord the son and the
Holy Spirit. Next we did the candle giving and the hymns. Finally
we walked back to school and had some cake.’
Ciara Thatcher: ‘We walked down to St Thomas’ church
dressed in our smart clothes. Then as we walked into the church
we were handed our programs (order of services.) All the parents
and godparents sat in the front pews. Luci - the vicar - welcomed
us. Next Patrick gave a bible reading from the well-known gospel
of Matthew. Luci then gave us a talk about the baptism of Jesus,
the son, in the river Jordan. Afterwards the parents and the god
parents were made to go up to the front and make promises on
behalf of the child being baptised. Later everyone took part in
prayers. Next everybody gathered around the font and the babies
were baptised using a scoop in the shape of a shell.
Then everyone sat down again and the two candle givers
handed the candles to the parents. Later we sang water of life.
After that we walked back to school for celebration cake. We
had a prayer then went out to lunch.’
7

 Christingle
On Friday 23 December, there
was a ‘Christingle-making
factory’ in the Canterbury Room
at St Thomas’ Church to produce
over a hundred oranges in the
Moravian tradition, to celebrate
the light of the world. There
were eager helpers who made it
all happen. The symbols represent the four corners of the
world with the fruits of the earth and our need to help and
support all.
Then on Saturday 24 December at 3:00pm, the service of
Christingle began. There were families and friends of all
ages…some had arrived by foot, others by bikes, scooters and
push chairs. The service celebrated the birth of Christ and gave
everyone a sense of the meaning of Advent: a new beginning.
A special thank you to all who helped in various ways on
both days: helpers, reader, stewards and wardens. The
collection went to The Church of England Children’s Society,
which supports some 50,000 vulnerable children in England,
mainly homeless teenagers, disabled children, child carers,
children in trouble with the law and refugees.
Jan Thomson

 ‘Men and Work’

The next men’s breakfast will be on Saturday 11
February from 8.30–9.30am. The speaker will be
John Wilby, a retired chartered surveyor, who had a
career in London local government, and was involved in the
resolution of the Shirley Porter 'Homes for Votes' affair. He will
lead a discussion on ‘Christian ethics in public and business
life’.
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The following breakfast will be on Saturday 14 April. All men
are invited.
Tony Ridley

 Forthcoming event: An evening of poetry
St Thomas’ Church flower arrangers invite you to:

Poetry and Supper by Candlelight
in the Canterbury Room on
Saturday 17 March at 7.00pm
Tickets are £12.50 available from 'Inspirations' in the
Arcade as well as in church after the morning services on
Sundays leading up to this event. Everyone is invited. This
event is in aid of St Thomas’ Church Tower Fund.
Prue Morton

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’:
12 February: Goring Primary School – Bibles for school
leavers
Goring Primary School is a Church of England
school. Every pupil is given a Bible as they leave
primary school, which is presented to them during
a St Thomas' Church service in the summer term.

Monthly green tip:

Turn your home thermostat down by 1oC and dress more
warmly and you can reduce your heating bill by 7%.
Taken from Somerset Wildlife Trust website:
www.somersetwildlife.org
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St Andrew’s Church
 Ilfracombe Male Voice Choir
Saturday 25 February
Come to this concert at
St Andrew's Church
Doors will open at 7.30pm:
the concert beginning
promptly at 8.00pm. Ticket price is £10. There will be soft
drinks, wine and beer available before the performance and
during the interval. Tickets available from me (873897) or the
web editor webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
Proceeds from the evening will be for the alterations taking
place in the church including the installation of a toilet. On the
evening, the primary school next door has kindly offered to
open for the use of their toilet facilities.
Robert Small

 Sir Robert Horton
With deep regret it is announced that Sir Robert Horton has
died just after Christmas. Our prayers are offered for his wife,
Sally, and the family in their loss.
Sir Robert’s working life was largely played out in the public
domain. That he was renowned for making incisive and, at
times, unpopular managerial decisions in his working life, is
widely reported in this month’s broadsheet press. What was
not described was his being a man of great faith, whose life was
guided by Christian principles.
He worshipped for many years at St Andrew’s and was
keenly interested in the future of the life of the church. His
remains are now laid to rest here. We thank God for Sir
Robert’s example of steady faithfulness in Our Lord. May God
now bless him and cherish him and bring him home.
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Note: the next edition of the South Stoke Newsletter will
report on his life through the stories, thoughts, memories and
photos submitted by people who knew and loved him.

St Mary’s Church
 Christmas and New Year at St Mary’s
The Christmas
services at St Mary’s
were extremely well
attended and the
‘Come and Join In’
Nativity, held the
Sunday before,
seemed to go down
well with children
and parents alike.
Parents preferred to
have the dressing up in advance of the hectic days before
Christmas and then for everyone to be able to relax in the quiet
candlelight of the Christingle Service on Christmas Eve something to bear in mind for next year.
Numbers at Midnight Mass were lower than usual, but more
than compensated for on Christmas Morning at the service of
Lessons and Carols. It was a particular pleasure to have St
Mary’s faithful choir augmented by three school governors, two
school parents and no less than nine children – a sure sign that
relationships between school and church are healthy! Mention
should be made of Christian, our seventeen year old organist
who played so ably during the Christmas period, and of Elaine
Cox who organised the music.
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Stillness on
Sunday, the new
service of
reflection held at
5.30pm on the
second Sunday of
the month in St
Mary’s, gave us
all the
opportunity for a
short period
of quiet in which
to listen to beautiful music, engage in both joint and individual
prayer and to prepare for the week ahead. These services are a
United Benefice initiative and are lay-led. Their variety is part
of their richness and I encourage anyone who is facing a busy
week, whether at work, paid or voluntary, or at home, caring
for young or old, to attend these services which aim to act as
food for the soul in our busy world.
The January Family Service, on the theme of
celebrating bell ringing and entitled, ‘Ring in the New’,
was exceptionally well attended and enjoyed by all ages. The
recital by the hand bell ringers was magical and we listened
enthralled to Ian Judd’s explanation of how ‘changes’ are rung
in the bell tower. We did, however, find his Maths questions
about the pattern of ringing somewhat challenging; however,
Ian is a Maths teacher and we should have expected no less!
Following the service, young and old were able to experiment
with hand bell ringing and enjoy tours to the Bell Tower. We so
often take our bell ringers for granted and it was good to be
able to thank them and share experiences of this important of
aspect of worship. Once again we had the benefit of a young
organist, this time Lydia Davies from Checkendon. I am sure all
those present will agree that her playing of the Bell ringers’
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Hymn, so ably accompanied by our choir and church ensemble,
was something to remember.
Thank you to all those who helped to make the seasons of
Christmas and Epiphany at St Mary’s so special. We look
forward to welcoming you to St Mary’s New Year Barn Dance
on 4th February – an opportunity to celebrate the festival of
Candlemas. And so we move on through 2012 with the spirit of
hope and the message of Jesus’ birth very much alive and in our
midst.
Alison Gray, Churchwarden

 St Mary’s Quinquennial – Progress
As the congregation will be only too aware, the
rewiring of St Mary’s was not without its problems. The
scale of the work involved closing the church for
worship and visitors for over three weeks. However the work
was truly essential as the insulation in a substantial amount of
the wiring had almost totally broken down and within a
relatively short time could have “short circuited” with dire
results - especially as some of this was pinned to the wooden
roof in the side aisles and the vestry! The new wiring is of a
high specification, will have a long life and is highly resistant to
physical damage and fire.
The principal object of the project was to ensure the safety
and integrity of the church and those within it. To this end, all
circuits, old and new, are now protected by a new RCD panel
which not only will indicate if any fall outside safe standards (it
will not supply any electricity to them) but will also afford
some protection in the event of accidental contact with electric
current – but please avoid testing this feature!
We did also, however, take the opportunity of making
some limited improvements which included additional
power points to remove trailing wires, to prepare for
possible future projects, and to generally make life more
convenient; dimmable lighting throughout the chancel,
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improved lighting in the clergy vestry with backlighting of the
stained glass in the chapel of the good shepherd, improved
lighting for the lectern and the minister’s desk and the
installation of a new technology high efficiency long life
dimmable LED bulb in the roof of the chancel. We also
improved the illumination of the path from the lych gate to the
porch.
Like all such projects, they are never totally complete. Some
older wiring at present within specification will eventually
need replacing and if we are to prepare St Mary’s as a venue for
artistic occasions, extra lighting will be required at the east end
of the nave together with dimmable lighting in the nave itself.
The technology in the new lamp in the chancel will, in the
relatively near future, offer the opportunity for warm tone
lighting of adjustable brilliance with low energy consumption
to be installed at a very moderate cost in the nave. Similar high
output low current consumption lamps could also be installed
to properly floodlight this beautiful church at night.
Derrick Lello

 St Mary’s New Year Barn Dance

Get toe tapping and book this
in your diary!
Saturday 4 February, 7.00 11.00pm
in the Morrell Room, Streatley
Adults: £12.50. Children:
£7.50. The evening
includes supper and soft
drinks. Please bring your own wine. Tickets: 873181
This promises to be as much fun as last time so brush the dust
from your Stetson, fish out your cowboy boots and come and party!
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The United Benefice
Rachmaninov at St Thomas’
As a former chorister of St Thomas
Church Choir (1993-2007) I am delighted
to be returning to sing on Saturday 4
February from 6.30-7.30pm in this
beautiful church in Goring with The
Reading Bach Choir. The choir mainly
sings in Reading and at Douai Abbey, but
we occasionally perform a concert twice,
exploring a different venue. I suggested St Thomas’ as a
possible venue after I had been invited to sing at the
rededication service in 2009. I could see what a lovely concert
space it would be and, most importantly, I knew how well
Goring folk support the arts. We will be performing
Rachmaninov’s beautiful work by candlelight.
For more detail about the Vespers, the choir and talented
conductor, please see the article in last month’s From the
Riverbank. Tickets at tickets@readingbachchoir.org or phone
01189 470104. Full price £10, concessions £8, NUS with card
or 16-18 £6, under 16s £5.
Helen Coleman
(Editor’s note: why not go to this event and then straight on to St
Mary’s New Year Barn Dance for an evening of contrast!)

 Calling all Carers
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 16
February in the room above the Red Cross Surgery
starting at 10.45am. Claire Wormley from South & Vale
Carers will be coming to talk to us. Everyone is welcome. Tel:
874227.
In the last meeting on Thursday 8 December, thirteen carers,
one professional carer and two guests enjoyed a `Bring and
Share` lunch in The Canterbury Room. We were blessed in
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being able to use the room for the occasion, blessed that the
storm and snow in Scotland had not travelled south and
blessed by the amazing amount of food provided by our carers.
My thanks go to all concerned for the venue, for the help
received and for the food provided, making it such a happy
occasion.
Pat Nias

 Musical concert by young musicians
You are invited to come and enjoy a recital on:
Sunday 11 March at
3.30pm
St Thomas’ Church,
Goring
Joseph Blamey (17), Katherine Pound (17) and Alexander
Pound (15) are budding musicians, who will be supported by
our beloved local resident musician, Janet Pound.
A varied programme awaits you: piano, flute and ‘cello
pieces by Bach, Vivaldi, Gluck, Mozart, Liszt, Rachmaninoff,
Faure and Debussy.
Refreshments will follow. The retiring collection is in aid of
Joseph’s World Challenge trip to Ecuador in the summer where
he will be spending some of the time helping a community
there. Joseph wishes to thank the Pound family for their kind
support.

 Offering of your gifts
Just to mention that the Annual Parochial Church
Meetings (APCMs) are approaching: St Mary’s 1 April; St
Thomas’ 14 April; St Andrew’s 15 April – all at noon, where
you have a chance to vote on many aspects of your church.
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Please come if you can, and gain an understanding of the
workings of the church.
There are a number of positions of responsibility that
need to be filled in each church. It is important to
pray and ask God what he would like you to do, to help
support the work of the church family. Speak with
Mark or Luci if you would like to volunteer, even if you are
uncertain how you may be able to help. They will discuss this
with you and help you to discern what position would suit your
gifts. Some positions involve much less time and energy than
others.
Caroline Blamey

 Forthcoming event: “The Life of Christ” at
Wintershall on 21 June - Make your booking now
On page 14 of the December/January magazine, we
announced that the United Benefice will take a party to
Wintershall to see this great outdoor play in three acts. Forty
places have been reserved and a comfortable coach has
been arranged and it is now time to sign up. Booking forms
are available in all three churches. We also have a short
promotional DVD which will be shown in the churches and at
bible study and faith groups soon. Flyers will also be available.
The play lasts from 10.00am to 4.00pm. The scenes take
place outdoors, in different parts of this beautiful country
estate, with footpaths between each. Please bring a fold-up
chair or similar if you are unable, or would prefer not, to sit on
the ground. Some limited catering facilities are available but
we recommend that you bring your own picnic lunch and
drinks. If you have any questions about accessibility, please do
contact either of us. We have both been to Wintershall and
would be happy to advise.
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Cost, including performance and coach travel: Adult ticket:
£28, Child/Student Ticket: £20.50. Friends and family
members will be most welcome to join us. (The day will be
long and may not be suitable for very young children).
Pick-up details: Bottom of Milldown Avenue 07:50am;
Goring Village Hall at 07:55am and the bus stop at top of
Streatley High Street 08:00am.
Please return your completed booking form together
with your cheque by Wednesday 29 February. Unsold
tickets will be offered to the general public in March, so you are
advised to make your booking in good time.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Goring PCC’ and given
to Sue Melsher or posted into The Vicarage.
Ian Wallace, Licensed Lay Minister (871459) and
Rev Luci Heyn (871970)

 Back for 2012 - 'Real' Easter Eggs
It is an astonishing fact that over 80 million Easter eggs
are sold each year in the UK but not one of them
mentions Jesus on the box! The Real Easter Egg is the UK's first
and only Fairtrade Easter Egg to explain the Christian
understanding of Easter on the pack and gives a sizeable
donation from profits to charitable projects. We ordered
limited supplies of Real Easter Eggs last year which sold very
well. We have a deadline of Tuesday 14 February to order for
this year. Can you please contact me by email:
luci_heyn@hotmail.co.uk or by phone 871970 if you'd like to
place an order this year. The cost of each egg is £3.99 and
delivery is free.
Rev. Luci Heyn, Curate

 The Liturgical Calendar
5 Feb: 3rd before Lent
12 Feb: 2nd before Lent
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19 Feb: Last before Lent
26 Feb: 1st Sunday of Lent

 Ecumenical advent groups
Once again, people from all the churches in the
Benefice and parishes came together in five home
groups, once a week, during Advent, to share in a
study course. This year’s book was, “Advent and Christmas Bridges to Contemplative Living with Thomas Merton.”
It proved to be challenging, but ultimately very worthwhile and
once again, we enjoyed the opportunity to meet and share with
Christians from all the denominations represented in Goring,
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Streatley and South Stoke.
Two Epiphany Celebrations (one in the morning and one in
the evening to ensure that all, who wished to, could attend)
were held in the Canterbury Room after Christmas to give an
opportunity to review the course and make suggestions for the
future. There was much discussion at both sessions, which
continued happily over drinks and nibbles.
A total of 56 people came to the course, one of our highest
attendances ever. We would like to thank those who led us, for
all their dedication to the task and the hosts, for providing us
with warm and welcoming homes in which to meet.
Planning is already under way for the Lent Course, so the
lists will be appearing in the churches very soon!
The Advent and Lent Planning Committee

Biblical quote: ‘Then spake Jesus again unto them,
saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life.’
John Ch 8 v 12
Contact the Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey
01491 873128 or
vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
United Benefice Church website:
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk
Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of
each month: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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