Sunday 22nd May

Easter 6

Welcome to Church
Alleluia, Christ is risen….
…… He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

We continue to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection
and learn what it means to be Easter people.
On Thursday at 7pm you are invited to an
Ascension Day Holy Communion service in
St Thomas’ with a bring and share supper of
finger food afterwards.
The Collect, the prayer for the week
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

This weekend:
8:00am
9:30am
11:15am
11:15am
5:00pm

BCP Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Holy Communion at St Thomas’
Mattins at St Mary’s
Holy Communion at St Andrew’s
Discoverers
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We need someone to help Ben with Discoverers this Sunday. If you are free
please call 875651 to let Ben know.

Christian Aid Week
Thank you to everyone who has helped to distribute envelopes round our
villages. People still have a week to take their donations to Jack’s or
Inspiration for Goring and Streatley, or the Village Shop in South Stoke.
If you took a folder of envelopes from St Thomas’ please could you return the
empty folder to the plastic box which is in the church so it can be used again
(probably next for Christmas cards!).

Children and Holy Communion
One of our young people is asking for baptism so please pray for her and if
there are others who would like to consider some preparation for this, please
do speak to Ben or one of the team.
Ben currently favours delaying the age of Confirmation to 16+ but seeing how
we can engage children from church families and include them in Jesus’
instruction for his followers to remember him in bread and wine. Do be in
touch if you would be interested in attending a discussion and discernment
meeting on this.

Ukraine
Ukrainian refugees continue to arrive in our villages. Please pray for them and
their hosts, and their nation.
There is more information and support available from the diocese here:
oxford.anglican.org/Ukraine.

Situations vacant
Lou Verrill is stepping down from being our Safeguarding Officer for the
churches at the end of this month. Please pray and consider who can take on
this important role to make sure we are taking the right steps to care for the
vulnerable. Could it be you? Do talk to Ben or Lou or Alison Gray or Lesley
Longden about this role. You will be well supported by the team.
Lou is also stepping down from posting a link to church news each week onto
Facebook. This has brought us to thousands each week. Could you please
speak to Ben or Lou if you use Facebook and could take this key opportunity
on.
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Visit by the Bishop of Oxford

Bishop Steven came and visited our deanery on Wednesday to catch up with
all of us. You were invited! He gave wise and encouraging reflections to us
based on Elijah after the contest at Carmel.
He also took time to visit Coombe House where residents put him through his
paces with wonderfully tricky and probing questions relating to his work as
bishop and in the House of Lords.

St Mary’s concert, Sunday 15th May
Ikuko presented us with a very
technically skilled and extremely
enjoyable selection of pieces on
Sunday in a concert of music inspired
by songs. Pieces ranged from La
Rappel des Oiseaux by Jean Philip
Rameau, which is like real bird song
to Schubert’s lyrical and joyful Sonata
in A minor (Opus 120). Mikhail
Glinka’s L’Alouette depicted the lark
singing in a piece very distinctively from the Russian Romantic Era. By contrast
there followed a contemporary piece by Noriko Koide which was tremendous
fun, it depicts both a Japanese Raccoon Dog playing the belly drums and an
Udon chef folding and making dough into noodles. According to the
composer the pianist must keep chanting “un poco don poco” in their heart
while playing it. The concert finished with Beethoven’s Sonata in E Major
(Opus 109). All the pieces in the concert were joyous and the entire audience
were enraptured.
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We are very fortunate to have Ikuko returning to us on February 26th 2023
when she will be playing piano and flute duets with Jean Francois Lagost, a
French flautist, as part of his UK tour.
Thank you to John Rogers and all bakers and helpers who gave us all a
wonderful tea afterwards. Stella Robinson

St Thomas’ recital, Sunday 29th May at 3pm
A Celebration of Song from the 18th to the 20th Centuries
London soloist and member of the BBC
Symphony Chorus, tenor, Jonathan
Williams, has teamed up with local pianist,
Philip Kaye, for a very special performance.
The programme, lasting about an hour, will
include music by Handel, Haydn, Schumann
and Ireland. There will be no charge for the
recital but donations to St Thomas' organ
rebuild fund would be welcomed.
Diary for next week:
Wednesday 25th May
10:30am Little Lights at St Mary’s
10:30am BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’
The readings will be Acts 17.15, 22 – 18.1, Ps. 148. 1-2, 11-end, John
16. 12-15.
Thursday 26th May
7:00pm
Ascension Day Holy Communion at St Thomas’
Sunday 29th May, Easter 7
8:00am
BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’
9:30am
Holy Communion at St Thomas’
11:15am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s

Suggested wording for those unable to join us in person:
This is the day which the Lord has made….
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
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The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us.
Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now.
The Collect (please see above)
Psalm 67
1 God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
2 That your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
4 O let the nations rejoice and be glad,
for you will judge the peoples righteously
and govern the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
6 Then shall the earth bring forth her increase,
and God, our own God, will bless us.
7 God will bless us,
and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.

Readings
Our readings this Sunday are Acts 16: 9-15, Psalm 67 and John 14: 23-29.
Leighton Thomas has written a reflection on Peace – and where to find it in
this troubled world.
In his poem, Luminarium, the seventeenth century English poet, George
Herbert, seeks the source of Peace. He was frequently and repeatedly
disappointed.
Sweet peace, where dost thou dwell? I humbly crave,
Let me once know.
I sought thee in a secret cave
And ask’d if Peace were there.
A hollow wind did seem to answer, 'No;
Go seek elsewhere’.
His quest took him into a garden, a dark and mysterious cave and into the
spectacular colours of a rainbow but, of Peace, it was nowhere to be
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found. Finally, it was the testimony of ‘a rev’rend, good old man’ who told
him where to find that elusive object of his life; ‘seek out Jesus’, he
exclaimed. The Peace “with so much earnestness you do pursue is only
there”.
We all seek peace. We long for it, and in this fractured and tormented
world we are saddened and disappointed when it repeatedly eludes us.
Jesus’ final words on earth were expressions of heavenly peace – “Peace
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world gives, give I
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled nor let it be afraid”. How
wonderful that the Gospel should end with a calm stillness after a week of
dreadful torture and death at Calvary! The world, since that time, has
rolled on into succeeding years of terror and, it seems, each generation
has produced its own tyrant, or tyrants, capable of massive destruction
and unhappiness. We keep on searching in the darkness.
Christ’s eternal message is one of Peace. His voice will not be silenced in
the noise of battle; and his presence will be felt even in confusion, agony
and despair. Furthermore, his peace will not be achieved by force and
conquest, nor by the obliteration of the enemy. For violence spawns
multiple aggressors, each one more hostile than the first.
The risen Christ calls disciples of all nations, times and places to
reconciliation and peace; a peace not to be found among weak and fallible
humanity, nor in the natural order that fights for territory, sexual
domination and power. It is only to be found in the embracing arms of the
eternal God of Love; the One who has been revealed to us in the person
of Christ, crucified, dead and risen from the grave.
The French philosopher Voltaire said of Jesus’ Heavenly Father; “If God
did not exist it would be necessary to invent him”. Happily, we do not need
to invent the notion of such an almighty, loving presence. We find him in
Christ and in the writings of the New Testament; with calm assurances,
spiritual energy and ultimate purposes fulfilled in him.
“All is well, all is well, all manner of things will be well”, said the anchorite,
Julian of Norwich. This is the Peace that passes all understanding, the
peace that does not belong to this world, nor can it be found in the time
and space that has been allocated to us on this earth.
It is to be found in the One whom we pursue with earnestness, and “only
there”.
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Hymn
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
and all for thy mercy's sake.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Prayers for this week
Thank you to Geoffrey Horne for this week’s prayers.
First and foremost we give thanks for all your blessings. For the preservation
of our planet and for all the blessings of life and for the expectation of eternal
life promised to us in this Easter season.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for the worldwide Church, for our Archbishop and Bishop and all our
clergy. For Ben and his colleagues, also for Father Macnab and Pastor GordonPotts. We give thanks for all our church workers and pray that their labours
may find favour with you. We pray for our missionary efforts knowing that we
need your help and guidance to take this work forward. We pray for all
persecuted Christians in the world especially victims of the dark side of
Nationalism which treats Christianity as a relic of colonialism. We pray for
Steve and Lindsay Poulson, for your blessing on their lives and work in
Honduras. Finally we pray for the Russian orthodox church that it may not
compromise in condemning the evils of the Russian government waging war
in Ukraine.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of all nations that they may succeed in ending the
suffering in Ukraine and other troubled lands and stand up for justice and
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peace in the world. We pray for solutions to the great issues of our day: global
warming, terrorism, inflation, poverty and other ills of society and we thank
you for good and stable government in Europe, America and our own land.
We pray for our community of Goring and Streatley. We give thanks for all
who organise the many events which brighten our lives; for our local
government and all our friends and neighbours and ask your blessing upon
them and the Ukrainian refugees among us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who suffer in any way, especially those named in our
newsletter and we ask your blessing and relief for them and for your help to
our medical and social services.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord, we call upon you in all our needs as we know you as Lord and Father of
us all. Glory be unto you for evermore.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Daily readings for the coming week
Monday am:
Tuesday am:
Wednesday
am:
Thursday am:
Friday am:
Saturday am:

Ps 65

Num. 16. 1-35

Luke 6.
27-38
Ps 126 Num. 16. 36-end Luke 6.
39-end
Ps 132 Num. 17. 1-11
Luke 7.
1-10
Ps 110 Isa. 52. 7-end Heb. 7.
26-end
Ps 81 Num. 20. 1-18
Luke 7.
11-17
Ps 47 Num. 21. 4-9
Luke 7.
18-35

pm: Ps 121

1 Pet. 4. 1-11

pm: Ps 128

1 Pet. 4. 12-end

pm: Ps 15

Col. 2.20 – 3.4

pm: Ps 8

Matt. 28. 6-end

pm: Ps 145

1 John 1.1-2.6

pm: Ps 85

1 John 2. 7-17

We are asked to pray for Pat Ankerson, Katherine Pound, Mary Bulmer, Jo
Harvey, Clive McCann, the Gregory Family, Rose Fay and all their families.
Among the housebound we pray for Christine Tucker and Jo More.
RIP We give thanks for the hope and promise of the resurrection for all our
departed loved ones in Christ. We lift to God the recently departed including
Margaret Lewis, Fran Howie and John Keates and pray for their families and
friends.
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