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Sunday 23rd January                                                                        Epiphany 3 

Welcome to Church   

Last week we looked at Why we want to share Jesus, and 

the love of God for every aching soul. This week we begin 

to look at How? We will focus on the central-ness of 

Prayer. 

Come and hear on Sunday and feel free to try out one of 

the follow up groups on either Tuesday evening or 

Thursday morning. All welcome. Details below.  

The Collect, the prayer for this week  
Almighty God, 

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 

the wonder of your saving presence: 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, 

and in all our weakness 

sustain us by your mighty power; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

This weekend:  
8:00am   BCP Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

9:30am   Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 

11:15am   Mattins at St Mary’s 

11:15am   Holy Communion at St Andrew’s  

4:00pm   Silent Prayer for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

  at Our Lady & St John Catholic Church, Goring 

5:00pm   Discoverers 
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The Vicarage phone line has now been fixed – thank you for your 

patience.  

Bereavement course – Heal the Gap  
Please pray for this group as they continue to meet on 

Sunday and for Matt and Melissa who are leading it.  

Sharing Jesus: How? Why? Really me? So many questions raised which we 

hope to address in a sermon series and also a mid week 

course. Good News and who Jesus is is not for private 

secret enjoyment and comfort, but a gift to be offered 

and lived. 

Please do join the course and explore this together. 

The mid week courses: 

Join us on a Tuesday Evening at 7:45pm or a Thursday 

morning at 10:30am in the Canterbury Room as we delve deeper into each 

topic and learn skills to help us Share Jesus.  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18th – 25th January 
During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity there will be an hour of silent 

prayer with reflections at Our Lady & St John Catholic Church on Sunday 23rd 

January from 4-5pm. You can come for just a while. 

Organ Recital at St Thomas’ 
All are invited to an organ recital at St Thomas' at 3pm on 

Sunday 30th January 2022 in aid of St Thomas' organ 

rebuild and outreach project. Bryan Almond, assistant 

organist at St Mary's Primrose Hill London, will be playing 

a varied programme including works by Bach, 

Mendelssohn, Franck and Brahms. There is no charge for 

the recital, but donations are welcomed towards the 

organ rebuild fund at St Thomas'. 

Morning and Evening Prayer 
Do consider joining in the daily Morning Prayer at St Thomas’ or St Mary’s.  

In our churches as follows: 

8.30am on Mondays at St Thomas’ plus Evening Prayer at 4:30pm  
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8.30am on Tuesdays and Thursdays at St Mary’s 

8.30am on Fridays at St Thomas’ 

 
   

Suggested wording for those unable to join us in person: 

This is the day which the Lord has made….  

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us. 

Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now. 

The Collect (please see above) 

Psalm 19 
1    The heavens are telling the glory of God 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2    One day pours out its song to another 
and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 
3    They have neither speech nor language 
and their voices are not heard, 
4    Yet their sound has gone out into all lands 
and their words to the ends of the world. 

Diary for this week:  

Tuesday 25th January 

7:45pm   Sharing Jesus course in the Canterbury Room  

Wednesday 26th January 

10:30am   Little Lights at St Mary’s  

10:30am   BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’  

The readings will be 2 Sam. 7. 4-17, Ps. 89. 19-27 and Mark 4. 1-20.  

Thursday 27th January 

10:30am    Sharing Jesus course in the Canterbury Room 

Sunday 30th January 

8:00am   BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 

9:30am   Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 

11:15am   Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

11:15am   Holy Communion at St Andrew’s  
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5    In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
    and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 
6    It goes forth from the end of the heavens 
    and runs to the very end again, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7    The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
    and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8    The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure 
    and gives light to the eyes. 
9    The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; 
the judgements of the Lord are true 
    and righteous altogether. 
10  More to be desired are they than gold, 
    more than much fine gold, 
sweeter also than honey, 
    dripping from the honeycomb. 
11  By them also is your servant taught 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12  Who can tell how often they offend? 
O cleanse me from my secret faults! 
13  Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins 
    lest they get dominion over me; 
so shall I be undefiled, 
    and innocent of great offence. 
14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

Readings     
Our readings today are Acts 16: 6-10, Psalm 19 and Luke 11: 1-11. 

Jo has written a reflection about Sharing Jesus: 

So I’m waiting for a bus and I notice that someone else at the stop was wearing 

jeans which had glorious gemstones on the back sewn in the word ‘precious’. Just 

as I noticed this, I felt like the Holy Spirit said to me ‘you need to tell that lady that 
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she is precious to me’.  I was nervous but recognised God’s voice and from past 

experience knew the joy of seeing God meet with others when he speaks. So, I 

struck up a conversation with her, and within a few minutes had told her that God 

thinks she’s precious. It sparked a beautiful conversation about Jesus, and we 

took each other’s numbers to meet up. We did, in fact, meet again and we got to 

know each other, and I got to share the love of Jesus with her. There was no 

dramatic conversation, but I could see that God was at work, declaring his love for 

her and inviting her into a relationship with him, over time. 

To me this is a form of prayer, a constant flow of conversation with the Holy Spirit 

throughout our daily lives, which reveals the heart of God to us and creates 

opportunities for us to help reveal it to others. John V. Taylor puts it this way: 

‘To live in prayer, therefore, is to live in the spirit; and to live in the spirit is to live in 

Christ. I am not saying that prayer is a means or a method which we have to use 

in order to have more of Christ in us or in order to be more fully possessed by the 

spirit. I am saying something simpler and more fundamental: to live in Christ is to 

live in prayer. Prayer is not something you do; it is a style of living. It is living under 

the witness which the spirit bears with our spirit that we are sons of God. Such a 

witness lays upon us the awful freedom of adult sonship. Prayer is our response 

to both the privilege and the responsibility whereby we cry Abba, Father! To 

engage in the mission of God, therefore, is to live this life of prayer; praying 

without ceasing, as Saint Paul puts it, that is to say, sustaining a style of life that is 

focused upon God.’ (John V. Taylor, The Go-Between-God, p. 227) 

If we understand prayer in this way, it bursts out of the box of ‘dedicated prayer 

time’ and seeps into every area of our lives - allowing us to meet with God and 

creating opportunities for us to help others meet with him. In doing so we become 

part of the conversation God is having and we get to discern God’s plans; it’s a bit 

like we’ve been invited into God’s HQ.  What an absolute privilege!  

This privilege is one that Jesus gave the disciples when he taught them how to 

pray, and the very same privilege Paul received in our Acts passage.  In the first, 

Jesus was letting the disciples know that through the gift of the Spirit, God will 

provide everything they need and want if only they trust in his good character and 

ask, and in the second Paul was living a life in the Spirit obeying the plans he’d 

been given directly from the HQ.  We have the same Spirit living in us, giving us 

the very same access to the Father. 

But how do we cultivate this type of prayer in our lives so that we too can discern 

God’s plans and join in with sharing Jesus’ love? As Jesus says to his disciples in 

Matthew, ask and trust. When you wake up ask God to speak to you that day and 

be open to how he can reply: through a still small voice, through the book you are 

reading, in a conversation, through the nature you see on your walk, and even 
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whilst you are washing up. God likes to meet with us in the most creative ways, so 

I encourage you to ask, be open and listen. If God nudges you to take a cake 

round to a friend, to call a relative, or to chat to a neighbour, ask him to be with 

you and just go for it; as long as we go in love I’m not sure we can go far wrong.  

Lastly - but importantly - read the Bible, so we can learn to discern whether the 

voice we are hearing is in tune with the God we meet in its pages.  

Hymn  

1 Lord I don’t want to rush on ahead 
in my own strength 
when you’re right here 

2 I’m learning to listen 
just to rest in your nearness   
I’m starting to notice 
you are speaking   

4 Open my eyes I want to see you 
more clearly 
open my ears I want to hear you 
speak 

Refrain: I’m not in a hurry 
when it comes to your spirit 
when it comes to your presence 
when it comes to your voice  

3 Lord I want to love like you 
I want to feel what you feel 
I want to see what you see 

5 Tell me your thoughts what’s on your 
mind 
I’ll be your friend, I want to see through 
your eyes 

Prayers for this week  
Thank you to Mary Scriven for this week’s prayers. 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, You promised through Your Son Jesus Christ to 
hear us when we pray in faith.  We thank You that we are able to meet together to 
worship You, and for all the many blessings we receive through Your goodness.  We 
thank you for the security and comfort of our homes, for our families and friends, 
and ask your blessing on all those who work to maintain the fabric of our society 
and bring us our food, warmth, and medical services. We particularly give you 
thanks for the scientists and researchers who are working continually to bring us 
safely through the pandemic and adapt to the constraints it has imposed. 
Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer 

In this, the Global Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for the Church of 
Christ all over the world, and for all those who are working to spread the good 
news of Your love where it is not recognized.  We pray that divisions may be 
healed, and for tolerance and understanding where there may be ignorance and 
prejudice.  We pray that you will guide and bless all church leaders of all 
dominations, that all the churches may work together as one in Your love. We ask 
your blessing on our Bishops and clergy, on Ben and all the clergy team in the 
Benefice, the churchwardens and parochial church councils and  the leaders and 
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those attending our current courses on Sharing Jesus.  
Help us to receive their message, and give us grace to be led by the Holy Spirit to 
share the news of Your redeeming love.   
Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer 

Dear Lord, we ask you to bless and guide all those in authority: our Queen at the 
beginning of the year of her Platinum Jubilee, and all politicians and leaders that 
they may govern with wisdom and integrity both at home and on the global 
stage.  We pray for the victims of war and political unrest, particularly the people of 
Afghanistan, and ask that you will motivate world leaders to solve the problems 
that are preventing the distribution of food and medical help.  Please bless our 
Benefice’s initiative to help the people of Afghanistan. Guide us in our thinking and 
give us the will and ability to give help where it is needed.   
During the cold winter months we ask Your  blessing on  all refugees and the 
homeless,  all the aid agencies and those working to bring relief to those in need.   
We ask Your blessing on all children and young people as they return to their 
studies after Christmas.  Please bless all our local schools and our work in both 
Streatley and Goring Primary Schools, and help the teachers as they struggle with 
the difficulties brought about by the pandemic.  Help and guide those preparing for 
University or making career choices, and free them from stress or anxiety.   
Dear Lord, please bless all those who are ill at this time, their families and those 
who care for them.  We pray for the recently bereaved that they may feel peace 
and comfort in the knowledge of Your loving care and joy in the promise of Your 
salvation. 
Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer 

We ask Your forgiveness for all that we have done to damage our planet, and ask 
for Your help and guidance in righting the wrongs that have brought about the 
devastation caused by climate change.  Please give leaders throughout the world 
the will to work together to reduce pollution and bring about a swift reversal of 
global warming.  Bless and help the people of Tonga as they try to cope with the 
effects of the recent tsunami, and those in Africa so badly affected by 
drought.  Please help us not to be complacent, blaming those in other countries for 
the pollution, and show us ways that we can make changes in our own lives that 
will help us care for creation.  

And for ourselves, we humbly ask that you will guide us and grant us more 
awareness of Your presence in our lives that we may daily welcome the Holy Spirit 
to be with us and in us.  We ask God for His peace (which passes all understanding), 
and end with the prayer of serenity by Reinhold Niebuhr: 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
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Courage to change the things I can, 
And wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time, 
Enjoying one moment at a time, 

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as Jesus did, 

This sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would have it, 

Trusting that You will make all things right, 
If I surrender to Your will, 

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, 
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.  Amen. 

Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Daily readings for the coming week  
Monday am: Ps 108 Gen. 11.27-

12.9  
Matt. 26. 1-16 pm: Ps 138 1 Cor. 9. 15-

end 
Tuesday am: 
 

Ps 66 Ezek. 3. 22-
end 

Phil. 3. 1-14 pm: Ps 119. 
41-56 

Col. 1.24-2.7 

Wednesday 
am:  

Ps 46 Gen. ch. 14 Matt. 26. 36-
46 

pm: Ps 29 1 Cor. 10.14-
11.1 

Thursday am: Ps 47 Gen. ch. 15 Matt. 26. 47-
56 

pm: Ps 24 1 Cor. 11. 2-
16 

Friday am: Ps 65 Gen. ch. 16 Matt. 26. 57-
end 

pm: Ps 67 1 Cor. 11. 17-
end 

Saturday am: Ps 68 Gen. 17. 1-
22 

Matt. 27. 1-10 pm: Ps 72 1 Cor. 12. 1-
11 

 

We pray for our bereavement group course and Sharing Jesus courses and 

those attending. 

We are also asked to pray for Otis Thorne, Nigel Fountain, Mary Bulmer, 

Matthew Brown, Ivor Wilson, Jean Dixon, Jo More, Jo Harvey, Page Sayers, 

Clive McCann, the Gregory Family, Jenny Fay, Rose Fay and all their families.  

RIP We lift to God the recently departed including Tiz Garnett, Hayley Moore, 
Sonia Didcock and Diana Monk and we pray for their families and friends.  

For further information please check www.thomandmary.org.uk 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

