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Sunday 13th June                                                                                      Trinity 2 

Welcome to Church  

The Collect, the prayer for this week  
Lord, you have taught us 

that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 

send your Holy Spirit 

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of 

love, 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 

without which whoever lives is counted dead 

before you. 

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

This weekend: 
10:00am   Benefice Holy Communion at St Mary’s and by Zoom 
4:00pm   Service of Licensing of Revd Wendy Middleton and   
    Confirmation of Tim, Charlie, Rachael and Miguel with  

  Bishop Gavin Collins in the Vicarage garden. All welcome. 
  Please bring a folding chair if you are able to and don’t forget a  
  sun hat! 
 

The service from St Mary’s will be available by Zoom with the Meeting ID: 826 

6127 7602 and Passcode: 038739. 

 

It really helps in keeping a register for Track and Trace if you can book in 

advance by contacting the parish office (Ben or Jill via email 

vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com or phone 875651) by Saturday 8pm at the latest.  

mailto:vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com
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Our churches are open every day for private prayer and for public worship 

under the following guidelines: 
For indoor services PLEASE 

 wear a face covering 

 sanitise hands on arrival and when leaving church 

 go to your seat straightaway on arrival 

 keep socially-distanced at all times from those not in your ‘bubble’         
    Thank you. 

We do look forward to worshipping with you on Zoom or in person.   

For those who are not able to join us in church or by Zoom on Sunday 

morning it is our hope that you will be able to take time to stop, find 

a special place, switch off all distractions, light a candle perhaps, and 

join in spirit, and by God’s Spirit worship and be built up together. 

Suggested wording for you to say: 

This is the day which the Lord has made….  

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us. 

Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now. 

The Collect (please see above) 

Psalm 92: 1-4, 12-end 
1    It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord 
and to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
2    To tell of your love early in the morning 
and of your faithfulness in the night-time, 
3    Upon the ten-stringed instrument, upon the harp, 
and to the melody of the lyre. 
4    For you, Lord, have made me glad by your acts, 
and I sing aloud at the works of your hands. 
… 
12  The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13  Such as are planted in the house of the Lord 
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shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
14  They shall still bear fruit in old age; 
they shall be vigorous and in full leaf; 
15  That they may show that the Lord is true; 
he is my rock, 
    and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
 

 Readings     
Our readings today are 2 Cor. 5: 6-10, Psalm 92: 1-4, 12-end & Mark 4: 26-34. 

Clive Windebank has written a reflection on the reading from Corinthians: 

“…..If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation…..”  2 Corinthians 5: 17 

These are very bold claims.  If by being “in Christ”, St. Paul means “being a 

Christian,” he is claiming that conversion to Christianity means an utterly radical 

transformation, which involves change to the very roots of our being. 

In the same verse, he writes “the old has gone, the new has come”.  He describes 

it as “our having died to the old life and risen again with Christ to the new”.  For St. 

Paul, nothing less than creation and resurrection language is adequate to 

describe this new experience of life “in Christ”. 

“A new creation”: that word “new” in the original Greek is not “neos” that refers to 

“something that has just been made, but there are many others in existence like 

it”.  Instead, the word translated “new” is “Kainos”, which means “something just 

made that is unlike anything else in existence”.  In other words, being “a new 

creation” makes me an entirely unique individual with a destiny unique to me and 

designed by God for me; not just cleaning up the old self, but making an entirely 

new self. 

“In Christ”: this is more difficult to understand than “new creation” but it is one of 

St. Paul’s favourite expressions.  It occurs 216 times in his letters; 10 times in just 

the first 14 verses of the letter to the Ephesians.  So it is indispensable to an 

understanding of the New Testament and is a more meaningful description of the 

followers of Jesus than the word “Christian”.  It does not, of course, mean to be 

inside Christ as tools in a box, or clothes in a drawer, but it does mean a live and 

ongoing personal relationship with Him.  John Stott, the evangelical theologian, 

even describes it as being “organically united to Christ as a limb is in the body or a 

branch is in the tree.”  

We are reminded of Jesus’ description in St. John’s Gospel, chapter 15: the vine 

and the branches.  Jesus is the vine, we are the branches.  To be “in Christ” 
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means that we are so dependent on Him that we can hardly exist without Him.  It 

means being like friends who, over the changing circumstances of life down the 

years, grow so close as to be inseparable.  It means that, by being “in Christ”, 

what is true of Jesus is true of me.  Tom Wright, the New Testament scholar, 

gives an explanation that clarifies the meaning of “in Christ”: “in some Jewish 

thought, the King represents his people, so that what happens to him, happens to 

them, and what is true of him is true of them. – So it is with Jesus ‘our King’ he 

writes; “if we are ‘in Christ’, what happens to him happens to us, and what is true 

of him is true of us.” 

This understanding of being “in Christ” is crucial to identifying us with, or 

associating us with, Jesus’ death on the cross.  “Jesus died for our sins” is our 

shorthand description, but what theologians call the Atonement is too important to 

consider here.  Suffice it to say that being “in Christ” delivers to us the salvation 

won by Jesus in his crucifixion.  

The source of the power in Jesus’ life on earth was his contact with God.  Again 

and again, we read how he withdrew to a solitary place to meet God in prayer.  

We should do likewise with Jesus: to be “in Christ” we should arrange our lives in 

such a way that there is never a day when we do not open our hearts to Him.  We 

should be “in Jesus” as Jesus is “in the Father” (John 14:20). But attempting to 

describe “in Christ” in such practical terms leaves out our emotional attachment to 

Him.  “In Christ”, over the years, we grow to love Jesus and to feel his love for us 

in ever growing intensity. He becomes, indeed, “the bread of life” and “the way 

and the truth and the life”. 

Inevitably, new creation in Christ leads to a new lifestyle, new value systems and 

new moral standards.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus sets before us a choice 

between two value systems – his own and that of the world.  The world admires 

the powerful, the successful and the brash, but Jesus says “blessed are the poor 

in spirit” and “blessed are the meek”, who are humble before God and one 

another.  The world philosophy is “Give as good as you get”, but Jesus says “Love 

your enemies, pray for those who persecute you….”  The mindset of the world is 

materialist, covetous and greedy,  but Jesus says: “do not be anxious about what 

to eat and drink and wear….”  I could go on…… 

We are deeply influenced by the values of the world we live in, but being “in 

Christ” opens us to Jesus’ alternative value system. 

Do we trivialise the transformation that being a Christian implies in our world of 

secular values?  Do our lives as Christians match these claims for “in Christ” and 

“new creation”?  I, for one, fall desperately short of the level of transformation 

claimed by St. Paul.  I am sure we all do.   
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Hymn 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art. 
Visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, Almighty, to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive. 
Suddenly return, and never,  
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for this week  
Thank you to Judith Aguda for this week’s prayers. 

Heavenly Father, We thank you for your Church worldwide which began when 
the Holy Spirit came on the disciples at Pentecost. We thank you that, 
wherever we might travel in the world today, there are Christians with whom 
we can have fellowship. We pray that the Church will continue to grow and 
spread the Good News of salvation through Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We bring before you our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering 
persecution in many parts of the world: please protect and strengthen them 
and help us to support them. 

Father, we ask you to draw Christians of all denominations closer together, 
recognising that the things which unite us far outweigh those which divide us. 
Make us one, that the world may believe. 

Please bless our Archbishops Justin and Stephen and give them wisdom to 
discern your will for your Church’s role in these challenging times. 

Bless our Bishops Steven and Gavin, and all who minister in this diocese.  

We ask for your guidance for Ben and the Ministry Team and Churchwardens 
as they make plans for our three churches to gradually come out of lockdown. 

3 Finish, then, thy new creation;  
pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory,  
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love and praise. 
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We thank you for the marriage of Steve Poulson and Lindsey which took place 
last Saturday and we ask you to bless them with many happy years together. 
Please bless the work they are doing   and keep them safe. 

Father, we pray that you will inspire and lead those who hold authority in the 
nations of the world and especially at this time the leaders of the G7 nations 
meeting in Cornwall. Give them wisdom to know how to tackle the pandemic 
and the causes of global warming. Help them to focus on co-operation and 
unity in the face of these global problems. Inspire them to be generous and 
compassionate as they consider the plight of developing nations in the face of 
the pandemic and the effects of global warming. 

Make us alive to the needs of our community and show us how we can make 
Jesus known to our neighbours through what we do and what we say. Give us 
courage to speak about you and not be afraid of ridicule. 

Loving Lord, we lift to you all those who are sick in our communities and 
families and ask you to bless and heal them. We pray for those who are 
suffering in any way and ask you to show us how we can help them. Please 
comfort those recently bereaved and let them know your presence with 
them. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

St Sigfrid’s Way Pilgrimage  
St Sigfrid’s Way is a recently developed pilgrimage route that begins in York 
and ends in Växjö (Sweden), and it travels through our Benefice. The route 
will be walked in full this year for the first time by a small group of pilgrims, 
who very warmly invite you to join them for any length of the route that feels 
doable, or to simply greet them at the day’s departure or arrival points. They 
will be staying in Goring on the night of Friday 18th June. The meeting time 
each morning will be 10:00 am from the church named after each location. 
For more information please see the website www.stsigfridstrust.org 
 

Date From To Miles 

16/6 Oxford Christ Church Abingdon St Helen 10 

17/6 Abingdon St Helen Dorchester Abbey 9.5 

18/6 Dorchester Abbey Goring St Thomas 12 

19/6 Goring St Thomas Reading Greyfriars 12 

20/6 Reading Greyfriars Hambleden St Mary the Virgin 13 

http://www.stsigfridstrust.org/
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Refugee week, 14th – 20th June 
Christian Concern for One World (www.ccow.org.uk) has reminded us that 

next week is Refugee week. They have produced a video “Together: A vision 

of welcome” where eight Thames Valley Christians share their vision of a 

welcoming society https://vimeo.com/560485050. 

 

Becket - Rebel or Martyr? 

St Thomas’ Church, 3rd & 4th July 
Although last year’s commemorations of 

the 850th anniversary of the martyrdom 

of Thomas Becket were disrupted by the pandemic restrictions, a group of 

readers and choristers has been brought together by St Thomas’ Church to 

perform a rescheduled version of Becket – Rebel or Martyr? in the Church on 

Saturday 3rd July at 7.30pm and Sunday 4th July at 3.00pm. 

The programme traces Thomas’ controversial life and death through the 

words of witnesses, playwrights and historians, linked by a selection of music 

for choir and organ.  

Tickets £10 from Inspirations, Goring Arcade or from Elizabeth Parkinson 

email parkinsonfamily1@btinternet.com – all proceeds to St Thomas’ Organ 

Rebuild Project. 

 

Veg plants for sale 
Mill Cottage have had 100% germination of seeds so an abundance now 

potted up…. 

There are a variety of vegetable and a few flower pots for sale with donations 

going to St Thomas’. Have a look! 

 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Prayer is now taking place in our churches again as follows: 

8am on Mondays at St Thomas’  

8.30am on Tuesdays and Thursdays at St Mary’s 

8.30am on Fridays at St Thomas’ 

Do come and join us. 

http://www.ccow.org.uk/
https://vimeo.com/560485050
https://vimeo.com/560485050
https://vimeo.com/560485050
mailto:parkinsonfamily1@btinternet.com


8 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily readings for the coming week  
Monday am: Ps 44 Job ch. 19  Rom. 9. 1-18 pm: Ps 47 Luke 13. 1-9 

Tuesday am: 
 

Ps 48 Job ch. 21 Rom. 9. 19-
end 

pm: Ps 50 Luke 13. 10-
21 

Wednesday 
am:  

Ps 119. 
57-80 

Job ch. 22 Rom. 10. 1-10 pm: Ps 59 Luke 13. 22-
end 

Thursday am: 
 

Ps 57 Job ch. 23  Rom. 10. 11-
end 

pm: Ps 62 Luke 14. 1-
11 

Friday am: 
 

Ps 51 Job ch. 24  Rom. 11. 1-12 pm: Ps 38 Luke 14. 12-
24 

Saturday am: Ps 68 Job chs 25 
& 26 

Rom. 11. 13-
24 

pm: Ps 66 Luke 14. 25-
end 

 

In our community we give thanks for Garry Alder’s and Diana Monk’s 

continuing recovery. We are asked to pray this week for Jo Harvey, Peter 

Phillips, Christine Tucker, Mary Bulmer, and for Rose, and for all their families.  

For refugees and asylum seekers in this country and around the world.  

For Bishop Gavin, confirming in the Churn benefice and our benefice; for 

Bishop Steven, confirming at St Andrew’s, Oxford and St Edward’s School, 

Oxford. For Diocesan Synod this week. 

RIP We lift to God the recently departed and pray for their families and 

friends. 

For further information please check www.thomandmary.org.uk 

Diary for this week:  

Wednesday 16th June 

10.30am   BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’ and by Zoom  

Meeting ID: 894 7049 1237     Passcode: 385710 

The readings will be 2 Cor. 9. 6-11, Ps. 112 and Matt. 6. 1-6, 16-18 

Sunday 20th June 

8:00am   BCP Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
10:00am   Holy Communion at St Thomas’ and by Zoom   
11:15am   Holy Communion at St Andrew’s 
4:00pm   Wild Church  
5:00pm   Discoverers in the Vicarage garden  

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

