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Sunday 16th May                                                                                    Easter 7 

Alleluia, Christ is risen…… He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Welcome to Church  

The Collect, the prayer for this week  
O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is 

gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

This weekend: 
10:00am    Holy Communion at St Mary’s  

10:00am    TomToms families group - details from Rev Jo Allen  

11:15am    Morning Service at St Andrew’s 

The service from St Mary’s will be available by Zoom:  

Meeting ID: 826 6127 7602 and Passcode: 038739. 
 

Our churches are open every day for private prayer and for public worship 

under the following guidelines: 

PLEASE 

 Book in advance, either by Eventbrite (links above) or contact the parish office in 
advance. (Ben or Jill via email vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com or phone 875651) so we 
have a list of who is coming. By Saturday 8pm at the latest. 

 wear a face covering 

 sanitise hands on arrival and when leaving church 
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 go to your seat straightaway on arrival 
 only enter into conversation after the service outside the church 

 keep socially-distanced at all times from those not in your ‘bubble’         
    Thank you. 

We do look forward to worshipping with you on Zoom or in person.   

For those who are not able to join us in church or by Zoom on Sunday 

morning it is our hope that you will be able to take time to stop, find 

a special place, switch off all distractions, light a candle perhaps, and 

join in spirit, and by God’s Spirit worship and be built up together. 

Suggested wording for you to say: 

This is the day which the Lord has made….  

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us. 

Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now. 

The Collect (please see above) 

Psalm 1 
1    Blessed are they who have not walked 
    in the counsel of the wicked,  
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
    nor sat in the assembly of the scornful. 
2    Their delight is in the law of the Lord  
and they meditate on his law day and night. 
3    Like a tree planted by streams of water 
    bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither, 
whatever they do, it shall prosper. 
4    As for the wicked, it is not so with them;  
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5    Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement, 
nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous. 
6    For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall perish. 
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Readings     
Our readings today are Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end, Psalm 1 and John 17: 6-19. 

Judith Hogg has written a reflection on the reading from John: 

What do you think your dying wishes and concerns might be?  Probably for your 

family and friends?  In New Testament times dying rabbis and teachers commonly 

provided final words of instruction for their disciples who remained behind. 

In this passage Jesus’ prayer was uttered just before His arrest as He endured 

agony in the garden of Gethsemane.  All is being said in the shadow of the Cross.  

The disciples, and us, are invited to listen in as He is talking to God, and reveals 

His concerns of the moment.  We are given a glimpse into the heart of Jesus, and 

into His consciousness of His Father. In it He is preparing Himself for this 

momentous but terrifying event, but also thinking about His followers.  He prays 

that He might be glorified through it all, and also for His followers’ survival.  I think 

most of us would pray, “Get me out of this”, but that is not here in this Gospel.   

Will they survive the enmity of the world?  Will they remain united despite their 

differences? Will they reflect His life living within them that they become living 

testimonies to the world?  It is through His disciples that He will now be glorified, 

and so He prays that they may persevere in the wilderness.  And what He prays 

for them, He desires for us.  They were very precious to Him as they belonged to 

the Father, and we are very precious to Him too. 

So what do these concerns really mean?  He prays that they may be protected, 

perhaps protected from just merging into the world with its values and outlook, 

and also from defection through fear and antagonism.  It is by God’s power that 

they will be able to withstand the assaults of the Devil. God helps us to be loyal to 

the truth by us allowing our minds to be shaped by Scripture, and by the Holy 

Spirit whom He gives to all who believe. 

His second concern is that they, and we, may be united, not just camaraderie, but 

with the kind of intimacy that He enjoys with the Father.  It is not a matter of liking 

the same church services, belonging to the same denomination, or sharing the 

same interests or coming from the same backgrounds.  All our differences melt 

away when we kneel together at the Cross of Christ as forgiven sinners, who have 

nothing to commend ourselves. We are what we are through God’s grace alone. 

And thirdly, Jesus is concerned with His disciples’ holiness.  The world possesses 

values inimical to God, but we are called to a life that reflects God’s character and 

passions completely.  It has been said, “The church is a community that invites 

people to touch the glory of God, to be changed by it and to bear witness to the 

world”.  But this won’t happen if we are no different from the world.  Then they 

could say, “Why should we join you – you are no different from us”.  True holiness 
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is attractive and makes people ask questions.  It is a quality of life and experience 

which are a powerful testimony to the world. There are many stories of the 

twentieth century Christians in places where they have been confronted with 

severe persecution. The character of them so impressed their oppressors that 

many have been converted to Christ and joined their ranks. 

May we seek to bring glory to Jesus by making His dying concerns our own, by 

reflecting His character in the world and by being united in love. 

Hymn 

God forgave my sin in Jesus’ Name 
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ Name 
And in Jesus’ Name I come to you 
To share His love as He told me to. 
 
He said: Freely, freely you have received; 
freely, freely give. 
Go in My Name, and because you believe, 
Others will know that I live.’ 

All pow’r is giv’n in Jesus’ Name, 
In earth and heav’n in Jesus’ Name. 
And in Jesus’ Name I come to you 
To share His pow’r as He told me to. 
 
God gives us life in Jesus’ Name, 
He lives in us in Jesus’ Name. 
And   Name I come to you 
To share His peace as He told me to. 

 

Prayers for this week  
Thank you to Harry Hogg for this week’s prayers. 

We pray Lord for Her Majesty the Queen.  She symbolises for us good and 
resourceful government, with the support of hundreds of MPs, ministers, Civil 
Servants and councillors.  We thank you for her simple Christian testimony 
and her moral leadership. At this time of personal desolation following the 
death of Prince Philip, may she discover personally peace and consolation in 
Christ Jesus, into whose loving arms we believe she settles and rests.  
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

Lord we pray for Christian believers in North Korea, where we are told that 
many are kept in poor conditions in prisons for expressing their faith.  We 
praise You for stories which come out of this land, of those who have rejoiced 
that they are considered worthy to suffer for your Name and who have been 
sustained by an intensely personal prayer-relationship with You. You prepare 
a table before them in the presence of their enemies. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those countries which are showing some hostility to the west at 
the present time, by computer hacking, intellectual property theft or by 
terrorism. You, O Lord, are the One who alone orderest the unruly wills and 
affections of sinful men, so we take a moment to pray for a calming and moral 
influence on opinion-formers and leaders in those places we hear about in the 
news.  So that, in the fullness of time, the many Christians in these places will 
find a democratic voice and that government will speak peace in their name 
and for them.   
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, there is fighting again in Jerusalem. Please show us how we should we 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem, when there are hidden issues behind the 
news and it may be that other powers are running a proxy-war.  We do pray 
that there will be reasonableness and restraint in all the diplomatic 
discussions and that the fighting will stop. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

Thank you for those who teach us from the Scriptures; Ben and the ministry 
team. Grant to them times of personal refreshing and release from tensions of 
leadership.  Give them to know that the “battle is the Lord’s” and that the 
victory also will be the Lord’s. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we had no idea that the corona-virus pandemic would last so long and 
would affect our daily lives so drastically, or cause such loss of life, or such 
mental suffering to those who served and those who survived.   Thank you for 
the brilliant successes in vaccine and in nursing care and for many acts of love 
and compassion.  Give restoration to those who suffer PTSD following their 
work and a sense of the thanks from the rest of us. Give grace to the UN and 
governments as future health policy priorities are set, that the very vulnerable 
nations may receive resources and help.   
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

This is Christian Aid Week, so Lord, we reflect on Climate-Change and Drought 
in Africa. We commit to You the international discussions to be held in 
Glasgow in November, where we are hoping for agreement among big 
countries to shift their energy policies to renewable sources like wind 
turbines, solar panels and tidal generators and for users to reduce aviation 
and car CO2 emissions.  While this is happening, we pray for the Church’s 
compassionate work among the rural poor in Africa with projects to capture 
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and store precious rain, so that crops can be grown and families can live well. 
Please bless our fund-raising this week, O Lord, that there may be a good sum 
available via Christian Aid for relief of suffering. 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

For those of our Churches who are sick or laid aside by infirmity, we humbly 
intercede. Give them patience under their suffering and a gratitude that You 
are not at all distant from them in their time of need.   
LORD IN YOUR MERCY, Hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, Amen 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Prayer is now taking place in our churches again as follows: 

8am on Mondays at St Thomas’  

8.30am on Tuesdays and Thursdays at St Mary’s 

8.30am on Fridays at St Thomas’ 

Do come and join us. 

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May  

Please can you return envelopes to Jack’s or 

Inspirations this week or make any online donations. 

Thank you so much and especially to all who 

organised this and delivered envelopes.  

We pray for fruitful work of Christian Aid.  

This short video gives an insight into Christian Aid’s work - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2g2VYJ2sxc  

 

Do you have time to care about the direction of our primary 
schools and be part of a committed governor team? Do you 
have skills to share as we encourage and take due diligence on 
how the resources of the tax payer are used? 
If you are interested please talk to Ben. Both our church 
primary schools have vacancies coming up. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2g2VYJ2sxc
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Thy Kingdom Come: Who needs you to share Jesus with them? 

In this week as we ask fervently for God’s Holy Spirit and prepare to celebrate 

Pentecost, please take time and ask God who you should be ready to share 

the hope and person of Jesus with and be praying for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Prayer…  

See below….  Please join in. 
 

Daily readings for the coming week  

Monday am: Ps 93 Deut. 31. 1-
13  

1 John 2. 18-
end 

pm: Ps 18 Luke 7. 36-
end 

Tuesday am: 
 

Ps 99 Deut. 31. 
14-29 

1 John 3. 1-10 pm: Ps 68 Luke 8. 1-15 

Wednesday 
am:  

Ps 29 Deut. 31. 
30-32.14 

1 John 3. 11-
end 

pm: Ps 46 Luke 8. 16-
25 

Thursday am: 
 

Ps 24 Deut. 32. 
15-47 

1 John 4. 1-6 pm: Ps 139 Luke 8. 26-
39 

Friday am: 
 

Ps 28 Deut. ch. 
33 

1 John 4. 7-
end 

pm: Ps 147 Luke 8. 40-
end 

Saturday am: Ps 43 Deut. 32. 
48-end; ch. 
34 

1 John ch. 5 pm: Ps 48 John 7. 37-
39 

 

Diary for this week:  

Wednesday 19th May 

10.30am   BCP Holy Communion at St Thomas’ and by Zoom     

                      Meeting ID: 894 7049 1237     Passcode: 385710    

The readings will be Acts 20. 28-end, Ps. 68. 27-28, 32-end and John 

17. 11-19 

Sunday 23rd May, Pentecost 

10:00am   Pentecost Praise followed by  
  Holy Communion in Vicarage Garden or at St Thomas’,  
  and by Zoom 

11:15am   Mattins at St Mary’s 
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In our community we give thanks for Garry Alder’s and Diana Monk’s 

continuing recovery. We are asked to pray this week for Pat Ankerson, Jo 

Harvey, Peter Phillips, Christine Tucker, Mary Bulmer, and for Rose, and for all 

their families.  

For our schools, their staff and the children in them to experience and know 

Jesus for themselves. We pray that we may pass on the good news and 

knowledge of Jesus to the next and this generation. 

For all our church members as we share the life-changing presence of Jesus 
with our neighbours. 
Thank you for the scientists’ confidence that we can welcome people into our 

homes.   

RIP We lift to God the recently departed including Ken Tollet and Jean 

Edwards and pray for their families and friends. 
 

For further information please check www.thomandmary.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

